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Digital Humanities in Turkey: A Study of Current Achievements with a Focus
on Cultural Memory Institutions and Ottoman Studies
Sarah Refaat Hamdan.
Turkish Department, Faculty of Humanities, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.
E-mail: sara.refat@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract The role of Digital Humanities has become increasingly prominent
worldwide in recent years, prompting an exploration of its emergence, tools,
achievements, and institutional support within the context of Turkey. This study
examines the contributions of the humanities in Turkey through two main
trajectories. The first focuses on institutions of cultural memory, including libraries,
archives, and cultural, religious, and social organizations. The second addresses
digital historical studies from the perspective of Digital Humanities and its
methodologies. Accordingly, the paper explores major Turkish libraries and their
digital services, as well as the cultural output of various cultural, religious, and social
institutions, highlighting their contributions to promoting and disseminating culture
both within and beyond Turkey’s geographical boundaries. The study further delves
into the role of Digital Humanities and its tools in Ottoman studies, outlining the
types of digital historical and cultural research in this field. Finally, it discusses the
institutional support provided for the development of Digital Humanities in Turkey.

Keywords: Humanities — Digital Humanities — Digitization - Digital
transformation
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40 Siimeyye Akga, Dijital Insani Bilimler, a. g. e, s.200; Siimeyye Akga, Dijital Insani Bilimler
Yaklasimiyla Kiiltiir Varliklarmin  Goriiniirliigiiniin ve Kullanimmin Artirilmasi: Tiirkiye Igin
Kavramsal Bir Model Onerisi, Doktora Tezi, Hacettepe Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiist, Bilgi
ve Belge Yonetimi Anabilim Dali, Ankara, 2017, s.44-45.

4K iitiiphaneler ve Yayimlar Genel Miidiirliigii, https://kygm.ktb.gov.tr/

“2Tiirkiye Yazma Eserler Kurumu Baskanlig1, https://www.yek.gov.tr/

“stanbul Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi, https://ibb.istanbul/

“fslam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma Merkezi (IRCICA), https://www.ircica.org/tr

4 Turk Tarih Kurumu, https://ttk.gov.tr/arsiv/

4 Tiirkiye Maarif Vakfi, https://turkiyemaarif.org/

47 Turk Dil Kurumu, https:/tdk.gov.tr/
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Humanities Abu Dhabi — DHAD, New York University Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi, Saadiyat Island,
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lBdgal dadg caaly (i Cnd lgauagy llaghaall duieall Cluwgaly cullaghil)
gy« alally AR Slally ¢ BN cllaghaal ¢ Uad b 4l cilbalasY) sy
L sl alasicd (DA e Lty 2800 JleeY) ) Jsaaghl cpanend ) Lgnsl i)
DA e ehally ofialll dastall duadyll gnlead dalaicd Glacay cchlaglaally Y lany)

L) Caalidly ccind My cclaall 3 3l Jgaa) adyl) Joaill el

iz sital) Jsaall dubins @il 1S awsl) 39 AT adgall ©
Atatiirk Kitapligi, Atatiirk Kitaplig
https://ataturkkitapligi.ibb.gov.tr/tr/Kitaplik/Hakkinda/Dijitallestirme-ve-Acik-Erisim-Politikasi/105
% Siimeyye Akga, Dijital Inasni Bilimler, a. g. e, s. 200, 201.
87 Tiirkiye Yazma Eserler Kurumu Bagkanligi, Stratejik Plan (2019-2023).
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Ll Pla e degiie Ay Gl dmaall oY) adodl
S Jyeagl it el (68)943}55}1\ QS daia :lgaal o/nttps: //www.yek.gov.tr
ousaldll duaing clgd dn)b A0S (18) Pha (e b LSy ddashaine (600.000) (s
iida b gydiiall clagladall i€l g S adlsall ) ALY () g iy
Asgas UK Daadyl) (mlaally Aladilly cliliall Ao g DY) i ) LS5 ladalie
Sy — Loy ABUEENY O gidlly gylill Gl S :ABEY Cluwdall .4
Bigad
LadaieS (a1979)ale el cduadlay) AN 5SIA Cilacge (s2n) o) daliie
(AUl ALl ol Ve ety (LS5 Wy (Dlu) Oglaill dalaial 448l
35S0 ((Saeny) Aaliia bl Linglyi€oll sl pag eV lg LSall Bylalg eygidll ashaig
tadi sall (s desiie Clesane LK) mib Cun ¢(,2008) ole 70 Byl )W
ol Joa laly Ol pe edudn)il) jabadlly (daihally ¢ oyl Ladlly ¢ SU) Gl
35S0 iy AN SR el Jsaasl Jge Lan cBpadlua) DU (g)lianlly (sl
Capil) Gl aadiudy ¢ al degens lgin Aol 8)0a (70.000) Lol )\
daa i€ ASd) Clgine g b)) delill Greasioed] macy lae Cigall e Jseal
sy 13 Jee) e cllaadlall oy LS cagr Laldl) Ludyll agile sena L)

/http://ekitap.yek.gov.tr sa )l Ao 4D e duilaal) il ghaall Lsas lyaca) dalllae (Ka8
Cusddll) o Jwnall amnl) s o1 ¢ALRLAN Lappall A2l palea adl Cpe Cpanan (35 S Gugaldll Jadn s
Cind aa e (Al o laag Aalll 2Bt laall) anae 1 S8l (Aldiall 1) s gie (5ol g pall (Jaseasl)

/https://kamus.yek.gov.tr Jall e «(Vankulu Liigati <l (g lg) acl
"0 IRCICA Farabi Sayisal Kiitiiphanesi, https:/library.ircica.org/Projects/Digital
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Bdgal Ayl Gigaudl (S dasLdally daal) Cluwdall .5

SAl Dbl (sl il dadlu) Gigadll 3SHe (A B sl g9 pda j5an 39a5
Syl clag s el Lalall Ul sl gl &5 s (22012) Hle' TD )
") degusall disals agid (52016) sle 8 poydal) pugi @ cciadYly Ll
OIS IS5 (:2022) ple Jsbasg ey 5 A ) 72 Sl ball Ly e gpablual
Aaalall aojlially liball daad)y () agy 3 (b))l g9 pia) (M dand g g5 pial)
lgdanss Lo l) bl Jan)l S Gl plas L)y dudla) Cigaddl 3$5e G §paliall
mlaall (385 2259 L g S il 2 Ll anacailly maal) iladdll auaip ¢ Linny
bl ae)d b arecal st ) Joatl gl b)) Cargll (IS (sl
daall juaaill e (22018) sle g i<l calhl Al Gl desusals dalal)
e Jadlls gy ally ) (Laalu) DY) degusa) 513l deseusall (ha duig 5SHY)
C Sl g Y adsall e g Bpalall VG (g 2 Sl

2l (:2012) ale alsl fay @3 7 (LSl Jguilins) el de sussa g5 s 2ag
Sl ol DS 2l Gy pes s adla) Cigadll 3l duddyl) alial)
QA (P Al Hgeanll o B Jenlind )i o dadly 858 a3l ¢LasloSall g
Bie b (p2015) ale mahy 33LaY)y eladed) (ga (270) Al cppdially (salal)
AjpladY) s e (SAN oYl mils ¢(:2019) ple el L) angis il
/https:/fistanbultarihi.ist Jull) P& (e Zisal) Joeasll alasy Glas

" Dijitallesme Projesi, https://www.isam.org.tr/projeler/dijitallesme-projesi

72 {slam Ansiklopedisi, https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/

8 Temel Islam Ansiklopedisi (TIA), https://www.isam.org.tr/ansiklopediler/temel-islam-
ansiklopedisi

" Biiyiik Istanbul Tarihi, https:/istanbultarihi.ist/
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(ol 138 it BaleY O laad) o2 e (periiud) Jeliy Cus A gl sale)
lajaaty Lgiadlaes daal laad V) ) sale) (S saaall Jailgll ailad Ja i
Clad¥) Jeliy Cua e lal) Zaoylal) 1 TV ¢pianla DA (g Gpeddieeall Dle il i

dalally ccad Y] dsall e daldll dicgena L) (o 4 Ly ardicad) e o))

7 Fatma Aladag, Digital Humanities and Ottoman Studies, a. g. €,5.79; e}l (39 5SIY) adsal)

tluy) Ggaddl S adhttps://www.isam.org.tr/
76 Siimeyye Akga, Dijital Insani Bilimler Yaklagimiyla Kiiltiir Varliklarmnin Gériiniirliigiiniin, a. g. e,
S. 44, 45,
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ol s Ll N Aalall A gall ) lgases (355 Cun cchladilly ¢ paally ¢lalil
AN &y gganl)

L B Ay aglal) cilud daadl) dupall 1A lesal)

Alatiud Pla e Agldiall Ll Cldlgal et sale] Y olsall 138 o
daanlal) aaYly clilgally aalially alslall Jalail Lgilsaly daad)ll bl ciliauls
Gae agdl Lajill i B Wy (e dagallly At lally dadyaall Lliall) CaliSiu) Cangs

Laad )l il lgaly Ve ) HLEY) g L Aaludy) aglall bl ddsed i

" Miguel Escobar Varela, The Archive as Repertoire: Transience and Sustainability in Digital
Archives, DHQ: Digital Humanities Quarterly, Volume 10 Number 4, 2016, s. 1-9.

8 Fatma Aladag, Dijital Beseri Bilimler ve Tiirkiye Arastirmalari: Bir Literatiir Degerlendirmesi,
Tiirkiye Arastirmalar1 Literatiir Dergisi, Cilt 18, Say1 36, 2020/2, 773-796, s.785.
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B0 5Ll

Ll alahall Jlaa b 4l )l clilad¥) claiag agdl .2

™ handwriting Recognition, Handwriting Text Recognition, intelligent Character Recognition,
Handwritten Optical Character Recognition, Optical Character Recognition

8 Styliani Lepida, Digitality in (Ottoman) History: Some Thoughts on Research Mindset, Independent
Social Research Foundation, 2003, https://isrf.org/blog/digitality-in-ottoman-history-some-thoughts-
on-research-mindset ; Fatma Aladag, Digital Humanities and Ottoman Studies 2.0, a, g, e, s.76; Fatma
Aladag, Dijital Beseri Bilimler Yol Haritasi, a. g, e.
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Caelsill Ay o 43,08 451 Blsng BSH L Uiy (2016) ole sl Ayl
e Al Il suas e GlaSly ddaalgl) e claldl) eay ol cddle A8y
Al Al il ied Ay deate 102 )1 3yl 2 cclalsll dagll
Gaadyl) LAY aeyl aladnn) Alge dgilae lindss Ji55s cdad) Ay (b dnanl (3,05
duaial) 238 Cragad 85 ¢ SISA Jalailly (gyianl) fll 4l (Open Street Map) : e
3 el ASH) ol duddy WA awy Gle @Y Adll) e el s S
Ly iy ageatll o MBI Capaill iy sl g Aaad) deate 109 gyl
ofialll (K& ) danlll @b Ay o el el )y A a
Aafigll Sgall mnall (e 123 35850 AN il GLESIL (e 3]s Cileanssalls
degana 4 o s SN Ll Y Vsasy o lilaal) oS ac iy liladl )l
A Al Gageaill ddaty & ) Giag daie O L)) daldiall G geail
LSl Jee V) Ly ojanl bl jgamiy (agealll dolad gl DA e dilaial)
IS gty ) il e il led et Lgiallae (Ut sty Agildial)
5 ) ldal) so)all Agseall Slalall date .5 CEaldall LS (o geaill sadal

iy ¢ oY) allally Cuaall Javs g1 (3pally dsildiall dyjshabaaY) Jom Afigen Ciliste

81 LexiQamus, https://www.lexigamus.com/en

82 The Digital Orientalist, https://digitalorientalist.com/

8 Transkribus, )https://www.transkribus.org/

8 Digital Ottoman Corpora, https://www.digitalottomancorpora.org/tr.
8 QOttoman History Podcast, https://www.ottomanhistorypodcast.com/
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8 Digital Ottoman Studies, https://www.digitalottomanstudies.com/about-us?lang=tr

87 The Open Islamicate Texts Initiative (Openiti) https://openiti.org/about.html

8 Styliani Lepida, Digitality in Ottoman History, a, g, e; Nihat Efe Dokumac1, Kitap Degerlendirmesi:
Dijital Beseri Bilimler ve Osmanli Caligmalari, Yunus Ugur (ed.) (VakifBank Kiiltiir Yayinlar1, 2023),
Uskiidar Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, Say1: 18, 2024, s. 180.
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Dlgally UL st} daady iliaia joght DA (e dildiall Lol lahall & 4508
Aaad )l et aladinly Al Gl Shen Cangy Sldall Allally dalaial) daa\SY)
Nae) gayia oo S ialy gy pdall dilaial asilly baatll gl LS o)

b lS LS A el LY elad 250 dla ayedS "Eildiall il aned

Gl daadie ASyeY) saaiall UYL ol dealas el daaalS] 1 jaia Cunl) o) B
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% Fatma Aladag, Dijital Beseri Bilimler ve Tiirkiye Arastirmalari, a, g, e, s. 785, 786.
22015 5005 18-12 5l (3 Aya¥) 5anial) LIl Aadiiall cilaall sgans ddgl) e 9!
92 Digital Ottoman Project (DOP).
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% Amy Singer, Designing the Digital Ottoman Project: six hundred, twenty — five languages, and eight
alphabets, Institute for Advanced Study, New Jersey, 2015, s. 10, Erigim Adresi:
https://www.ias.edu/ideas/2015/singer-digital-ottoman

% Digital Humanities and Ottoman Studies: State of the art, challenges, perspectives and prospective
research, 7-9 July 2022, University of Vienna, Erigsim Adresi: https://dh-ottoman.univie.ac.at/

% Esma Fatma Bilgin Tasdemir, “Kazasker Ruznamgelerinin Semantik Modellenmesi”.
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% Nihat Efe Dokumaci, Kitap Degerlendirmesi, a. g. e, s. 180.

% Liibnan’da Osmanl Kiiltiirel Mirasi

9 Yurtdis: Tiirkler ve Akraba Topluluklari Baskanligi (YTB).

% Nihat Efe Dokumaci, Kitap Degerlendirmesi, a. g. €, s. 180.

100 Betiil Ipsirli Argit, “Bir Sosyal Ag Analizi Uygulamasi: 17. Yiizyilin Ikinci Yarisinda Osmanli
Saray Mensuplarinin Borg Alacak iligkileri”.
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111 Serpil Ozcan, 19. Yiizyil Istanbul Tekkeleri ve Mekansal Konumlanislari: Toplumsal ve Mekansal
Konumuyla Otak¢iyan Mustafa Paga Tekkesi, Kadim dergisi, Say1: 5, 2023, 143.

112 Ahmet Erdem Tozoglu, Elif Kaymaz ve Oykii Su Sezen, Bayram Kutlamalarinin Mekansal
Baglamimni Gérsellestirmek: Osmanli’dan Cumhuriyet’e Istanbul’da Milli Bayramlar, Ulusal Devletin
Inga Siirecinde Milli Bayramlarm icadi ve Kutlanmasi: Istanbul ve Ankara’da Térensel Mesruiyetin
Mekansal Tezahirleri (1908-1946).

113 Tiirkiye Bilimsel ve Teknolojik Arastirma Kurumu (TUBITaK)
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114 Yunus Ugur, Dijital Beseri Bilimler ve Osmanli Calismalari, Vakifbank Kiiltiir Yayinlari, 2023, s.
293.

150smanl Aragtirmalar1 Uygulama ve Arastirma Merkezi (OSAMER)
https://osamer.sakarya.edu.tr/

18Djjital Osmanli Arastirmalar1 Egitimi (Di-OSAR)

https://www.diosar.org/

117 Dijital Beseri Bilimler Merkezi, https://dbb.marmara.edu.tr/
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118 Marmara Universitesi, Faaliyet Raporu, 2004, s.1-19
119 Digital Humanities- Tirkiye, https://www.dhturkey.org/index.php/tr
20Diisiince ve Sanat Calismalar1 uygulama ve arastirma merkezi, https://dusam.samsun.edu.tr/
121 Evliya Celebi Calismalar1 Merkezi, https://evliyacelebi.fsm.edu.tr/
122 Sabanci Universitesi Dijital Beseri bilimler Laboratuvari, https://dhlab.sabanciuniv.edu/
123 Inside Digital Humanities, https://www.insidedh.com/
124 Bogazici Universitesi, https://www.bogazici.edu.tr/tr-TR/Content/Genel/Tarihce
125 Fatma Oncel, Aysun Akcan, Dijital Beseri Bilimler Dersinde
Ne Ogrenilir? s. 52.
126 https://bau.edu.tr/icerik/16533-bahcesehir-universitesi-tarincesi
127 Osmanl1 Tarihi Arastirma Merkezi, (OTAM) <https://bau.edu.tr/akademik/12660-otam
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130 Biilent Y1lmaz, Dijital Kiitiiphane Uygulamalar, a, g, e, s. 79, 81.
131 Sakarya Kiltiir Envanteri, https://maphub.net/osamer/sakarya-kultur-envanteri
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133 fstanbul Matbaalar1'nin Dijital Kronolojisi: https://osamer.sakarya.edu.tr/tr/icerik-
grup/22022/116215/122518/istanbul-matbaalari-nin-dijital-kronolojisi
134 {stanbul ve Sakarya'daki Kiitiiphanelerin Dijital Haritasi:

https://osamer.sakarya.edu.tr/tr/icerik-grup/22022/116215/123905/istanbul-ve-sakarya-daki-
kutuphanelerin-dijital-haritasi
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