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Filatun Bey ile Rakim Efendi Romaninda Toplumsal Degerler Ornegi"

"Modernity and Tradition Between Rejection and Support: A Model of Social Values
in Ahmed Midhat’s Novel The Story of Fildtun Bey and Rikim Efendi"
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Abstract:

Ahmed Midhat is considered one of the most prominent intellectuals who
advocated enlightenment and intellectual revival within the Ottoman Empire. He
devoted much of his attention to education and culture as means to improve societal
conditions. As one of the early writers to introduce European modernist concepts into
Turkish literature, he nonetheless integrated these ideas with traditional values.

This study seeks to uncover the manifestations of the conflict between
modernity and tradition in Ahmed Midhat Efendi’s novel “Felatun Bey and Rakim
Efendi”, by tracing the events and behaviors that reflect the social and cultural
transformations within 19th-century Ottoman society. The research analyzes the value
dimension that emerges in human relationships, expressions of cultural identity, and
adherence to traditions, in contrast with the openness to urbanization and Western
modernization.

The study also highlights the author’s use of characters—particularly that of
"Rakim Efendi"—to represent the model of an intellectual who strives to reconcile
deeply rooted moral heritage with the spirit of the modern age. The study concludes that
Ahmed Midhat Efendi did not present modernity as a nihilistic replacement for
tradition, but rather as a value that could be refined and grounded within robust social
norms. This makes the novel a literary document that reflects social awareness during a
period of transformation.

Through this analysis, the research aims to demonstrate that the novel is not
merely a narrative of an individual’s experience, but rather a mirror of the social and
cultural tensions that marked a pivotal phase in Ottoman history—rendering it a
profound socio-critical study of human values amidst sweeping cultural change.

Keywords: Turkish novel, Ahmed Midhat, Felatun Bey and Rakim Efendi, modernity and
tradition in Turkish literature.
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1979, s. 56.
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12- Tanpinar, Ahmet Hamdi. 19. Asir Tiirk Edebiyati Tarihi. istanbul: Dergdh Yayinlari, 2005, s. 286.
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" Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi islam Ansiklopedisi, Cilt 35, s. 246, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Yayinlari, Ankara.

20- Kabakli, Ahmet. Tiirk Edebiyati, Cilt 2, 2. Baski, Tirkiye Yayinlari, s. 599.

21- Coskun, age, S. 26

22-_Coskun,ae S.26
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29- Akyiiz, a.e, s. 49

30. Ahmet Kabakli, age, s. 600
31-- islam Ansiklopedisi, age, s. 101.

32_ Akyiiz, age, s. 50

33_ islam Ansiklopedisi, age, s. 101.

34_Aky(iz, 1979, .50
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41. Kabakl, age., s. 602
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46 - Eyan, Bilging. “Ahmet Mithat Efendi’nin Felatun Bey ile Rakim Efendi Romaninda islam Epistemolojisine Mutlak Baglilik ve Bati
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