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Consecration texts in the tombs of individuals from the
First Intermediate Period (Nagaa El-Deir Cemetery as a

model)

Abstract:

This research paper aims to shed light on the dedication texts found in
the tombs of individuals from the First Intermediate Period, with a focus
on the Naj' al-Dair necropolis. These texts are among the most
important formulas that document the social and religious relationships
during this turbulent period in ancient Egyptian history. The dedication
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of tombs held deep religious meanings, aimed at preserving the
memory of the deceased and ensuring their continuity in the afterlife.
Several formulas were used to signify dedication. The verb ir
expressed the act of dedication, meaning "to dedicate" or "to make,"
and it was used in various forms, including past and present tenses.
The primary formula found in dedication texts was (ir.n.f), which refers
to "what he did, made, or dedicated.”" The term "dedication" means
assigning something for a specific purpose. There were several types
of dedication texts in the First Intermediate Period, appearing in
various formulas that emphasized the relationship between the
dedicator and the deceased. Among these texts were: Wishes Texts:
where offerings or good wishes were dedicated to the deceased,
Invocation Texts: containing requests or invocations for assistance or
prayers for the deceased, Offering Texts: which outlined what was to
be offered to the deceased to facilitate their journey in the afterlife.

Keywords: dedication, Naj' al-Dair, tombs of individuals, the deceased,
offerings, the afterlife.



