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The predicate of 'kana' is a circumstantial adverb (Hal).

Mansour Hussein Ali Ayasrah Yassin Abu Al-Haija
Language and Grammar, Department of Arabic Language,
Faculty of Arts, Ajloun National University, Jordan.

Email: ‘ mansoorayasrah@gmail.com Yaaseeno2@yahoo.com
Abstract:
This study aims to critique the grammatical analysis of "kana"
and its sisters, particularly in the sentence "Kana al-
Mutanabbi  hakiman"  ("Al-Mutanabbi was  wise").
Grammarians argue that "hakiman" is the predicate of "kana"
in the accusative case, and "al-Mutanabbi" is its subject,
treating "kana" as an unreal verb. The researcher disagrees,
arguing that "kana" is a verb and both Basrans and Kufians
agreed on its verbal nature, though they considered it
incomplete. They claimed "al-Mutanabbi" is the subject, but a
verb lacks a subject, not a noun. Thus, the sentence is verbal,
consisting of a verb and a subject, followed by "hakiman,"
which functions as a hal (circumstantial adverb) in the
accusative case. The study highlights a contradiction in
grammatical classifications of intransitive verbs, which are
considered complete verbs. It questions how an incomplete
verb like "kana" can perform two functions—assigning both a
nominative and an accusative object. The study adopts an
analytical, descriptive, and critical approach and concludes
that "kana" and its sisters signify an event, with the noun after
them being the subject in the nominative case. The researcher
recommends reconsidering the predicate concept in "kana"
and its sisters through semantic and contextual analysis, as
well as distinguishing between semantic and syntactic
functions. The study also encourages comparative research
across different grammatical schools.

Keywords: Irregular verbs, Defective verbs, Subject
of “kana”, Predicate of “kana”, Predicate of “kana” in
the present tense.
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