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Justification (al-'llla al-Awwal) in Sibawayh's

A Jurisprudential-Grammatical Study
Areej bint Othman bin Ibrahim Al-Murshid
Department of Grammar, Morphology, and Philology, College of Arabic
Language, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

Email: ao.im@hotmail.com
Abstract

This study aims to investigate the contexts in which Sibawayh employs the term
"primary grammatical cause(al-Awwal). It seeks to elucidate the implications of
its foundational nature and to clarify the equivalent grammatical cause
recognized by other grammarians, specifically the ''cause of the origin,"
alongside its semantic connection to the concept of primacy.

Findings
Sibawayh’s reasoning for using al-Awwal (“first”) carries a temporal

dimension, indicating precedence in origin over its “second.” Other
grammarians, however, alternated between using the terms awwal (“first”) and

al-asl (“the origin”) in the same contexts. This reasoning is consistently applied
to every instance of awwal. The study revealed a relationship of specificity and

generality between them: awwal is more specific, while al-asl is more general.
Moreover, al-Awwal is usually self-explanatory and requires no further
clarification, whereas its counterpart often needs to be distinguished by specific
markers—similar to how a derivative needs something to set it apart from its
origin.

The study also showed a direct correlation between al-Awwal and both
“lightness” (khiffa) and “firm establishment” (tamakkun). Grammarians
generally agreed on the reasoning behind awwal in most of the cases examined
in this study, with the exception of two instances where its reasoning depended
on grammatical school: (1) the noun being “first” because it is the source of
derivation, according to the Basrians; and (2) the first indefinite noun (nakira
al-ulu) in Sibawayh’s view, which the Kufans rejected.

Reasoning by the First Cause (al-Awwal) according to Sibawayh- Cause of the
First- al-Awwal (“first”) and al-asl (“the origin”)
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