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Verb tense, a study through the Cases in which grammarians
stipulate that it be past or present in some structures.
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Assistant Professor in the Department of Linguistics, College of
Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls in Sohag, Al-Azhar
University, Egypt, and College of Arts and Sciences, Najran
University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Abstract:

This research aims to clarify the conditions set by
grammarians regarding past and present tenses, which must be
followed and measured when using the language. These conditions
were set by grammarians for intended meanings, not merely for the
sake of exaggeration and strangeness. They stipulated that some
grammatical rules require the verb to be in the past tense; in some
cases, it is considered to be in the present. Any verb outside of this
condition is considered irregular and their opinions sometimes
differed, so there was no consensus among them. The research is
divided into an introduction, a preface, two chapters, and a
conclusion. In the introduction, I discussed the topic and the reason
for choosing it. | devoted the preface to define the verb, its types,
and the origin of verbs. | entitled the first chapter: The Past-Tense
Verb between Condition and Prohibition, and the second: The
Present-Tense Verb between Condition and Prohibition. The
conclusion included the most important findings reached through
the research, including:

1-The research focused on fourteen places where
grammarians stipulated that the verb be in the past or present tense,
or prohibited that in them. Seven of these places stipulated that it
be in the past tense, four prohibited that it be in the past tense, two
stipulated that it be in the present tense, and one prohibited that it
be in the present tense, with their opinions sometimes differing in
what was outside their conditions.
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2- The research showed that some grammarians relied on
interpretation and estimation in what violated these conditions in
most of the conflicting texts, and they excluded many examples to
be consistent with their conditions, including their extraction of
examples that violated their condition of the continuation of what is
related to (RUBA) and the verb that follows the conditional (in).

3- The Kufians forbade the past tense verb from being a
predicate of (kana) without it being coupled with (gad), while they
permitted it to be an absolute adverbial. They did not require (gad)
in the affirmative past tense, apparent or implied, by analogy to the
permissibility of it being an adjective for an indefinite noun. The
correct view is that it is permissible to occur in both cases; this has
been common in their speech, both in poetry and prose, a frequency
that requires analogy.

4-Grammarians forbade the occurrence of the present tense in
the present sentence that comes after (or), and stipulated that it be
past tense even though the present tense was inserted into the
present tense from the past. They did not permit: “I will hit him
until he stays or goes away,” because if the conditional clause’s
answer is deleted, the verb must be past tense.

Keywords: past tense, present tense, condition, prohibition,
Basrans, Kufians.
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