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The representation of the self and the other in "The
Purification of the Gold" in the summary of Paris by Rifa'a al-
Tahtawi from a post-colonial perspective

Hussein Walid Hussein Abu Al-Faraj

Email: habulfaraj@kau.edu.sa

Assistant Professor, Comparative Literature — Department of
Arabic Language and Literature, College of Arts and
Humanities, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

Abstract:

This study aims to examine the representation of Self and
Other in Takhlis al-Ibriz fi Talkhis Bariz by Rifa‘a Rafi® al-Tahtawi
through the lens of Postcolonial Theory, considering this text as
one of the earliest modern Arabic works to capture the
civilizational shock resulting from the encounter between the
Muslim East and the European West. The research seeks to answer
a central question: How did al-Tahtawi construct the image of the
Arab self in contrast to the European other? And how did he
represent the Other within the tension between admiration and
resistance. The study proceeds from the hypothesis that, despite his
apparent admiration for French modernity, al-Tahtawi’s discourse
was rooted in a deep cultural and civilizational consciousness that
enabled him to deconstruct the discourse of the Other throughout
his work. He carefully crafted A dual discourse that combined
appreciation for European achievements with a firm commitment to
the preservation of Arab-Islamic cultural identity. The research
adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, drawing on key
concepts from postcolonial studies such as representation, and the
center-periphery dichotomy, within the broader context of cultural
hegemony between East and West. The study focuses on analyzing
al-Tahtaw1’s depiction of the French Other, followed by a
comparative reading between his text and that of the French
traveler (Volney), to highlight the dynamics of Self and Other as a
core concern of postcolonial critique. The study concludes that al-
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Tahtawi was not merely a transmitter of Western modernity but
engaged in a form of soft cultural resistance, seeking through his
discourse to establish a modern Arab reformist model rooted in it’s
authentic civilizational heritage. The research further demonstrates
how al-Tahtawi maintained the centrality of the Arab self through
his adherence to Islamic identity and national belonging, in contrast
to the European Other as represented in Volney’s orientalist
nnarrative

Keywords :Al-Tahtawi, Representation, Colonialism, Center,
Periphery, Cultural Hegemony, Orientalism, Modernity, Identity,
Reform.
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