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Metaphor in the Light of Substitution Theory: An Applied
Study in the Diwan "'Diaries of a Professional Politician' by
Abdul Wahab Al-Bayati - Selected Models
Nihad bint Ahmad Al-Mulhim
Email: NihadbintAhmad_4% 3 @azhar.edu.
egAssociate Professor of Literature, Criticism, and Rhetoric,
Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, King Faisal
University, Al-Ahsa, Saudi ArabiaAbstract:

Abstract:

The concept of metaphor is fundamental in rhetoric and liter-
ary studies, enhancing creative expression. The substitution theory
explains metaphor generation by replacing one linguistic element
with another, enriching meaning and broadening aesthetic horizons.
This theory is based on semantic relationships that maintain coher-
ence while introducing new perspectives.

This study applies the substitution theory to Diaries of a Pro-
fessional Politician by Abdul Wahab Al-Bayati. It consists of two
parts: a theoretical section outlining the theory’s foundations, defi-
nitions, and historical roots in Arab rhetoric, and a practical analy-
sis of metaphorical and literal signifiers in Al-Bayati’s poetry.

The findings reveal that Al-Bayati’s metaphors reflect his cri-
tique of contemporary urban life, highlighting its cruelty and injus-
tice. His poetry conveys an awareness of historical heritage and the
struggles of the Iragi people, portraying Diaries of a Professional
Politician as a vision for societal change. Additionally, Al-Bayati
employs universal archetypes to expose social and moral flaws
across different contexts. His distinct linguistic style blends irony,
sorrow, and indignation, offering a unique perspective on the mod-
ern city.

Keywords: The Substitution Theory, Literal Signifiers, Metaphor-
ical Signifiers, Semantic Substitution, Associated Images.
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