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ABSTRACT

This research aims to identify the role of educational media in developing awareness
of some global environmental problems among middle school students, in light of the
increasing environmental challenges globally and locally, which now threaten human
health and the balance of ecosystems. This research comes in response to recent
international reports that emphasize the shortcomings of traditional education in
preparing students to confront environmental issues, such as the UNESCO report (2021),
which confirmed that school curricula alone are not sufficient to achieve comprehensive
and effective environmental awareness. The research belonged to the descriptive
approach, where a questionnaire was used that was prepared and scientifically judged.
The tool included multiple scales to measure the extent of students' awareness of global
environmental problems, their participation in educational media activities, and their
attitudes towards environmental issues. The research results showed that educational
media activities, especially school journalism, contributed effectively to developing
students' awareness of environmental issues. The most topics covered by educational
media in schools were: pollution of all kinds (air, water, soil) Followed by climate change
and waste, it was also found that there is a strong direct relationship between students'
participation in environmental workshops and seminars implemented by educational
media, and their high level of environmental awareness. The results also showed that
there are statistically significant differences in the level of environmental awareness
between students participating and not participating in educational media activities, while
no clear differences appeared between genders or the environment (rural/urban). The
results confirmed that there is a deficiency in integrating educational media into global
environmental events in an organized manner, and that most media professionals lack the
necessary environmental preparation. The research concluded with a set of
recommendations, most notably: activating the role of educational media in
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environmental awareness, training specialists on environmental and climate change
Issues, integrating environmental issues into the annual educational media plan, and
developing school programs and initiatives directed towards global environmental issues.
Keywords: Educational media — Environmental awareness — Global environmental
problems — Middle school students — Pollution — Climate change — School journalism —
Educational activities.
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