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The reality of professional development for school principals

in Hafr Al-Batin Governorate in light of the requirements of
the knowledge society

Ms/ Munira bint Dha'ar bin Zaid Al-Sahli

Abstract

The study aimed to evaluate the reality of professional
development for school principals in Hafar Al-Batin Governorate
in the context of the requirements of the knowledge society. The
study followed the descriptive survey approach, using a
guestionnaire as a tool to collect data from a sample of (164)
principals out of (209) principals. The results showed that the
reality of professional development was rated as "high."
However, "obstacles to professional development” were rated as
"moderate,” the most prominent of which were the difficulty of
participating in seminars and workshops due to work pressures,
limited financial resources, and the failure to identify training
needs. In contrast, “suggestions to overcome obstacles” were
rated as "very high," and included providing a clear information
base for program planners, utilizing modern technologies, and
providing multiple sources of knowledge in the school. The
results did not show statistically significant differences in the
assessment of the reality of professional development based on
educational level, years of experience, or academic qualification.
The study recommended identifying the training needs of female
principals, training them in technical skills, and enhancing
professional cooperation by establishing work networks and

discussion groups.

Keywords: professional development, knowledge society, school

principals.
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