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Integrated Digital Reception: Between The
Konstanz School, New Media Theories
And The Challenges Of Arabic Interactive

Literature
Seham Muaid Al-Fadhel Al-Wadei
Department of Arabic Language - College of Arts and Humanities - King Khalid
University, Asir-Abha, Saudi Arabia

Email: d.sehamalwadei@gmail.com
Abstract:

This study, titled "Integrated Digital Reception: Between the Konstanz School, New
Media Theories, and the Challenges of Arabic Interactive Literature,"” addresses a
fundamental issue: the inadequacy of traditional critical frameworks in grasping
the complexities of reception in interactive digital literature, particularly in the
Arab context, which faces structural and technical challenges.

The study aims to construct a comprehensive theoretical framework termed
"Integrated Digital Reception," integrating insights from the Konstanz School
(Jauss and Iser) with new media theories (Landow, Aarseth, Hayles) to transcend
the conventional text-reader dichotomy toward non-linear, interactive dynamics. It
also seeks to analyze the manifestations of this framework in digital texts and
identify obstacles hindering the development of Arabic interactive literature.
Adopting a comparative analytical methodology supported by a historical
perspective, the study deconstructs the mechanisms of digital reception through an
examination of Arabic and Western digital texts. The proposed framework rests on
three core components: "digital horizon of expectations,” which redefines the
reader's anticipations to encompass technical and aesthetic dimensions;
"participatory reader,” who becomes a material agent in shaping the narrative; and
"balance of authorities," which examines the tension between the reader's freedom
and algorithmic constraints.

The findings reveal that digital texts manifest these components, yet Arabic
literature suffers from weak digital infrastructure and limited technical
competencies, restricting reader interactivity. The study recommends adopting the
framework as a modern critical tool, promoting the production of interactive texts,
training readers and critics in digital skills, and fostering digital culture to empower
interactive literature in the Arab world.

Keywords.- Digital Reception, Interactive Literature, Konstanz School, New
Media Theories, Horizon Of Expectations, Participatory Reader, Arabic Digital
Literature, Non-Linearity, Hypertextuality.
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(1) Landow, G. P. Hypertext 2.0: The Convergence of Contemporary
Critical Theory and Technology. 2nd edition. (Baltimore, MD:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997). pp. 2-7.

(2) Toffler, A. The Third Wave. (New York, NY: William Morrow and
Company, 1980). P. 267-270.
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(1) Hayles, N. Katherine. Electronic Literature: New Horizons for the Literary.
(University of Notre Dame Press, 2008). pp. 25-27.
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& _x_tr_pto=tc
(2) Aarseth, Espen ]. Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic Literature. (Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1997). pp. 76-79.

(3) Landow, George P. (2006). Hypertext 3.0: Critical Theory and New Media in
an Era of Globalization. (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2006). pp. 60-63.
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(1) Manovich, Lev. The Language of New Media. (MIT Press, 2001). pp. 59-60.

(2) Hayles, N. Katherine. Electronic Literature: New Horizons for the Literary.
(University of Notre Dame Press, 2008). pp. 65-68.
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(1) Jenkins, Henry. (2006). Convergence Culture: Where Old and New Media
Collide. (New York, NY: New York University Press, 2006). pp. 25-28.

(2) Manovich, Lev. (2001). The Language of New Media. (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press,
2001). pp. 47-48.

(3) Hayles, N. Katherine. Electronic Literature: New Horizons for the
Literary. (University of Notre Dame Press, 2008). pp. 29-31.
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(1) Ryan, Marie-Laure. (2004). Narrative as Virtual Reality:
Immersion and Interactivity in Literature and Electronic Media.
(Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2004). pp. 125-
127.
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(1) Jauss, Hans Robert. Toward an Aesthetic of Reception.
Translated by Timothy Bahti. Theory and History of Literature,
Volume 2. (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota
Press,1982). P. 25.
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(1) Landow, G. P. Hypertext 3.0: Critical Theory and New Media in
an Era of Globalization. (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2006). P. 2, 13-14.
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(3) Landow, G. P. Hypertext 3.0: Critical Theory and New Media in
an Era of Globalization. (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2006). P. 56.
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(1) Aarseth, Espen ]. Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic Literature.
(Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997). pp. 1-4.
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(1) Hayles, N. Katherine. Electronic Literature: New Horizons for the
Literary. (University of Notre Dame Press, 2008). pp. 31-32.
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(1) Jauss, Hans Robert. Toward an Aesthetic of Reception.
Translated by Timothy Bahti. Theory and History of Literature,
Volume 2. (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota
Press,1982). P. 25.
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(1) https://directory.eliterature.org/node/309
(2) Aarseth, Espen J. Cybertext: Perspectives on Ergodic Literature.
(Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997). pp. 182-183.
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