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The Rhetoric of Qur’anic Purposes in
Directive Speech Acts: Surah Al-Furqan as a

Model
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Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature
College of Science and Islamic Studies, Qalgqilya, Palestine

Email: rahapal@gmail.com
Abstract:

This study aims to explore the Qur’anic purposes in the rhetorical meanings of
directive speech acts in surah Al-Furqan. This aims to examine the extent to
which linguistic structures influence meanings and the harmony between
thematic axes and stylistic features, ultimately leading to adeeper understanding
of the rhetorical miracle in the Qur’anic composition.

The approach was divided into an introduction covering key concepts and an
overview of the surah, and three sections analyzing directive speech acts; in the
thematic axes of: Divinity, the Qur’an and Prophethood, warning, reward and
fortification, divine power and ideal servitude. These sections aim to clarify the
rhetorical purposes that are compatible with the objectives of the surah
employing a methodological framework descriptive-analytical.

The researcher concluded that directive speech acts significantly contribute to
highlighting the core Qur’anic objectives, with their meanings varying due to
the diverse interpretive paths. These stylistic forms show both qualitative and
quantitative alignment with the main thematic axes of the surah. Notably, the
styles of command and interrogation are particularly prominent due to their
pivotal role in reinforcing argumentative force, refuting the skeptics’ objections,
and enhancing both intellectual and emotional impact on the audience. The
styles of vocative, followed by exhortation, prohibition, and wish, also appear in
that order. Interestingly, the second thematic axis includes all these styles,
unlike the first and third axes.

-Keywo rds: Qur’anic Rhetoric; Semantics; Directive Speech Acts; Surat
Al-Furgqan
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