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The Impact of Contemporary Al-Azhar Scholars on
Rhetorical and Critical Research
A Study of the Legacy of Sheikh Ali Al-Ammari (d.
1419AH)

Yassin Attia Gomaa
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic Language, Al-Azhar
University, Cairo, Egypt.

Email: yaseen.gomaa@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The contemporary history of Al-Azhar is replete with a group of skilled scholars
and brilliant sheikhs who were preoccupied with the science of rhetoric. They
studied its issues, refined its rules, and established the foundations of its sources.
They devoted themselves to the production of the great scholars, presenting it to the
new generation until it became adorned for them, preventing them from despising
their sciences, and saving them from subsisting on the waste of others. This study
aims to highlight the impact of these scholars on rhetorical and critical research, by
examining the efforts of Sheikh Ali Al-Ammari (d. 14194AH), who left behind a
rich scholarly legacy of nearly twenty-eight books and more than one hundred and
fifty articles. The bulk of this legacy was related to issues of rhetoric and criticism,
and his study of these issues was that of a skilled professor who adheres to the
principles of research, investigation, understanding, and deduction. The study has
proven the clear impact of Sheikh Al-Ammari on rhetorical and critical research;
He contributed to the authorship of educational books on rhetoric, defended the
authenticity of Arabic rhetoric, translated works by a number of its scholars,
challenged those who sought to renew it, and outlined a methodology for renewing
its teaching. He also researched a number of its issues, studied a number of
miraculous issues, and established evidence for the prophetic rhetoric's status as
the pinnacle of Arab rhetoric. He authored diverse critical studies and teaching
contributions, and supervised numerous scholarly dissertations. Among the study's
recommendations was the need to extract the hidden heritage of contemporary Al-
Azhar scholars in all sciences, particularly that scattered throughout the pages of
old popular magazines, and make it available to researchers. This would highlight
their undoubted contributions to the development, cultivation, and achievement of
the sciences. Sheikh Al-Ammari's views on renewing the teaching of Arabic
rhetoric would also be utilized by presenting them to curriculum development and
writing committees at Al-Azhar and elsewhere.

Keywords: Al-Azhar, rhetoric, criticism, heritage, Ali AI-Ammari.
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