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Arabic Vocabulary Acquisition in Interactive
Contexts An Ecological Study of Second

Language Learners’ Discourse
Hassan Fayea Al-Almai, College of Arts and Humanities, King Khalid
University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Email: » falalmaee@kku.edu.sa
Abstract:

This study explores how Arabic vocabulary is acquired by learners of Arabic as
a second language through an ecological lens that emphasizes interaction,
emotion, and communicative function. The research problem stems from a gap
between vocabulary taught in classrooms and that used in real-life situations,
affecting long-term retention. Employing a mixed-methods design, the study
surveyed 100 international students at King Khalid University using a
questionnaire combining quantitative and qualitative elements. Findings
revealed that real-life interactive contexts—such as markets and social
encounters—were the primary sources of vocabulary acquisition (over 74%),
while classroom instruction played a limited role. Results also showed that words
are better understood and retained when tied to emotional or functional
contexts. The study recommends rethinking vocabulary curricula to align with
real-world usage and adopting strategies like role-play and simulation to
enhance lexical development.

KGYWOI'dS: Language Acquisition, Ecolinguistics, Interactive Context,
Arabic Vocabulary, Arabic Learners.
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