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The Extension of Religious Neutrality to Individual Conduct
A Critical Study in Light of the French Principle of Secularism
Abstract

The State's neutral position towards religious matters and affairs has
been one of the most important pillars of French Secularism. This official
stance of neutrality means that the State should neither favor nor disfavor
any religion at the expense of another religion; a firm principle which has
endured for a long period of time, until the recent transformation in the
concept of Religious Neutrality. Nowadays, just like the State, the
individuals themselves are required to adopt a position of neutrality towards
religious matters and affairs. However, there are no legislative texts or legal
provisions whatsoever that legally bind any individuals to adopt neutrality
towards matters of religious nature.

Nonetheless, according to the latest decisions of governments and
rulings of Administrative Judiciary, especially in France, it is safe to say that
the individuals are now officially required to adopt a position of neutrality
towards religious matters, including the neutrality of private sector
employees, the neutrality of common people in public places (e.g. the
Burkini Ban), and the neutrality of media professionals and content creators
in expressing their religious beliefs. Those issues have been submitted
before Administrative Judiciary that has attempted, in turn, to achieve some
sort of balance between freedom of expression and freedom of belief. That
is to say, the recent rulings of Administrative Judiciary in this regard have
witnessed a fluctuation between favoring freedom of belief at sometimes,
and favoring freedom of expression at other times, according to the nature

of each issue as well as the limits of its impact on the public sphere.
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