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Drawing of lots in the Hanbali School of Thought:
The Book of Prayer as a Model
Naif bin Mohammed bin Obaidallah Alwathinani
Department of Islamic Culture and Language Skills, Faculty
of Sciences and Arts in Rabigh, King Abdulaziz University,
Rabigh, Saudi Arabia
E-mail: nalwthinani@kau.edu.sa

Abstract:

The study affirms the validity of drawing lots in the Hanbali
school, citing its use in the Book of Prayer. The purpose of drawing
lots is to identify the rightful claimant, ensure justice, and resolve
disputes. Its applications include matters of wealth, leadership,
jurisdiction, and marital issues, though there is disagreement regarding
its use in establishing lineage. 1bn Rajab discussed the principle of
drawing lots in his Qawa’id and listed related jurisprudential cases,
though some instances were overlooked, which this study addresses.

The study concluded several findings, including: There is no
disagreement in the school of thought regarding the use of lottery. This
is what was stated by the Imam through multiple chains of
transmission, as it is proven in the Qur’an and Sunnah. The criterion
for resorting to lottery is in cases of equality, dispute, and lack of a
superiority, and because it distinguishes the deserving party, whether
he is specific or vague. The opinion of lottery in matters not stated by
Imam Ahmad is analogical to the school of thought. Issues covered by
lottery, according to the school of thought: It is used in matters of
property, establishing rights of specialization and guardianship, and is
also included in matters of merchandise. As for lineage, according to
the school of thought, lottery is not included in these matters. The
school of thought regarding the manner of using lottery is that it is
permissible however it is used, because its purpose is to distinguish
who is entitled to it.

Keywords: Drawing lots, Prayer, Funerals, Entitlement,
Contention.
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