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the rules for filling gaps in the texts of the United Nations
Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods
Mohammed Babiker Mohammed Malik
Department of Law, College of Sharia and Law, University of
Hail, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: M.malik@uoh.edu.sa

Abstract:

he aim of the research is to clarify the rules for filling gaps in the
texts of the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the
International Sale of Goods. It follows both the descriptive and
analytical methods, and discusses the nature of the Vienna Convention
on the International Sale of Goods (1980), methods of filling gaps in
the texts, conditions for applying the gap-filling rules, and the gap-
filling rules themselves, followed by a conclusion that includes the
most important findings and recommendations.

Key Findings: The United Nations Convention on Contracts for
the International Sale of Goods was adopted on April 11, 1980, and
came into force on January 1, 1988.The Convention did not achieve
complete unification of the provisions governing sales contracts;
rather, it only achieved partial unification. The philosophy behind the
Convention relies on minimizing the role of national laws in applying
to international sales contracts as much as possible. In order to apply
the gap-filling rules in the Convention, several conditions must be met,
including: The gap must relate to a subject matter addressed by the
Convention but not definitively covered by its provisions, and it should
not concern issues excluded from the application of the Convention.
The Convention follows a specific methodology for filling gaps in its
texts, which includes general principles and applicable law.

Recommendations: Expanding the scope of the Convention to
include as many contracts as possible. Updating the Convention to
align with the expansion of international trade. Adding provisions to
fill gaps within the Convention, instead of resorting to external sources
to fill them.

Keywords: The Nature of the Vienna Convention, Methods of
Filling in the gGaps in the Texts, Conditions for Applying the Rules of
Filling in the Gaps, Rules for Filling in the Gaps in the Texts,
International Sale of Goods.
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