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The Worker’s Right to Obtain a Patent in the Saudi System
(An Analytical Study)

Bandar bin Muhammad bin Abbad Al-Jabri
Department of Law, College of Law and Economics Islamic
University Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah, Kingdom of Saudi

.Arabia
E-mail: bndra2277@gmail.com

Abstract:

The research aims to Investigate and clarify the definition of a
patent and the parties to the legal relationship arising from the
worker’s invention. It also explains the cases in which a worker
obtains a patent. This is done through a scientific and analytical
approach based on analyzing the legal and administrative texts
pertaining to the worker’s right to obtain a patent, as well as a
comparative approach to compare other systems in some countries.
This resulted in several results, including that the Saudi regulator
called the patent a protection document, making this document include
all industrial property rights. Furthermore, any patent application
submitted by the worker within two years of the end of his service is
considered submitted during the period of service. Based on the
results, it was recommended that the regulator intervene to determine
the amount of the financial reward due to the worker who has
developed an invention and the right to the patent belongs to the
employer, rather than leaving it to the mutual agreement of the two
parties. The reward referred to in the first recommendation is
determined as a percentage of each contract for exploiting the
invention for the duration of the exclusive right, and it is not required
that the percentage be High, and by documenting patent exploitation
contracts and considering them as an enforceable document, this raises
the importance of these contracts, increases protection for the patent
owner’s rights, and facilitates the worker’s access to his financial
rights. Directing the reduction of the period specified for considering a
patent application submitted by an employee after the termination of
the employment relationship as if it had been filed during the period of
service by reducing this period from two years to one year, in line with
the statute of limitations stipulated in the Labor Law.

Keywords: Patent, Employee Rights, Saudi Legal System,
Industrial Property, Legal Relationship.
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