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The Qur'anic Kuttabs and Their Role in Confronting Westernization

Mohamed Sabry Mohamed Ali

Department of Da’wah and Islamic Culture, Faculty of Fundamentals of
Religion and Da wah, Al-Azhar University, Mansoura, Egypt

Email: mohsabryali@yahoo.com

Abstract:

The term "Kuttab™ refers to a place where the Qur'an is memorized. The
original term "Katib" (scribe) was used, and later the place was
metaphorically named after the person (scribe) to refer to the location. The
early houses of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) and those who came
after them were centers of learning, particularly for the Qur'an. The Kuttabs
were established to teach and memorize the Qur'an, as well as to teach reading
and writing. These Kuttabs were founded at an early period and had a
profound impact on preserving the Qur'an, the Arabic language, and Islamic
studies.

In Egypt, these Kuttabs were widespread across cities and villages. They
played a key role in preserving the Qur'an and served as essential feeder
schools to Al-Azhar University, contributing thousands of students every
year. Many of these students became eminent scholars in figh (Islamic
jurisprudence), fatwa (legal rulings), tafseer (Qur'anic exegesis), hadith,
language sciences, and rational and natural sciences.

The Kuttabs did not only focus on memorizing the Qur'an, but also served as
major centers for teaching literacy and foundational principles of Islam,
including basic arithmetic. These Kuttabs were one of the most effective tools
in reducing illiteracy and teaching both religious and moral education.
However, with the establishment of primary and later mandatory schools, the
role of Kuttabs began to decline and gradually faded, almost disappearing
today. This method of education was once dominant in Egypt, making it a
leader in the Islamic world in preserving and mastering the Qur'an, with an
abundance of Hafiz (memorized Qur'an). It's worth noting with pride that the
practice of memorizing the Qur'an using boards and correcting the student’s
recitation under the supervision of a scholar continues in many sister Islamic
countries.
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Thus, this research aims to recommend that the Administration of Qur'anic
Affairs at Al-Azhar, the Islamic Research Academy, the Ministry of Awqaf
(Religious Endowments), and the Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs
develop appropriate plans and strategies to revive these Kuttabs, using
methods that align with the challenges and innovations of the contemporary
age. This should also involve supporting Quran preservation associations,
expanding Qur'anic memorization lessons, and fairly compensating those
who facilitate these efforts. Moreover, the establishment of a union for
Qur'anic memorizers should be considered to ensure that they perform their
duties efficiently.

This will contribute to supporting the values of moderation, steering the youth
and new generations away from misguided ideologies and terrorism,
fortifying society against harmful ideas, and nurturing people's natural
inclination toward spirituality. Ultimately, it will contribute to the moral,
social, religious, and worldly development of the community.

Keywords: Kuttabs, Memorization, Boards, Confrontation, Westernization.
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