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Postmodern Turns and Capitalism of Masculine Beauty
A Case Study in an Egyptian Village

Abstract

The traditional image of masculine beauty in the Egyptian village has
undergone changes, influenced by transnational postmodern turns. As a result,
men in the Egyptian village have engaged in beauty labor on their bodies, this
belief stems from the conviction that their physical capital is their existential
asset. Against this backdrop, the problem of the study has crystallized into a
central question: What is the impact of postmodern turns on capitalism of the
masculine beauty in the Egyptian village?

Following a principle of methodological integration, the study drew on three
theoretical approaches: Bourdieu's theory of practice, postmodern theory, and
universal cultural theory. The study relied on a case study approach, analyzing
ten male participants from a single Egyptian village who use beauty embodiment
strategies. The research also embraces methodological pluralism for data
collection: using in-depth interviews, oral histories, and participant observation.

The study yielded several significant findings. Firstly, as a consequence of
postmodern turns, has become a modern characteristic in the Egyptian village.
Secondly, social class determines men's aesthetic practices, with plastic surgery -
framed - closely associated with the affluent. Thirdly, new social spaces devoted
to male body beautification have proliferated. Fourthly, men are increasingly
engaged in service or effective functions or occupations that challenge
traditional notions of masculinity. Fifth, the profitability of investing in physical
capital has increased, as it can now be transformed into various other forms of
capital. Finally, the study concludes that the effects of postmodern turns on
masculine bodies are unpredictable and constantly evolving, characterized by
constant becoming and formation. This fluidity raises concerns about the
dissolution of beauty boundaries between men and women, leading to the
emergence of male physical representations that deviate from both religious and
traditional norms.

Keywords

Postmodern Turn — Capitalism of Beauty — Masculine Body — Physical Beauty —
Cosmetic Practices — Embodiment — universal cultural — Global Village —
Egyptian Village.
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