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Abstract

Abu Ja'far al-Labli: An Encyclopedic Linguist and Grammarian in the Seventh
Hijri Century

Abu Ja'far Ahmad ibn Yusuf ibn Ya'qub al-Fihri al-Lablt (623 AH - 691 AH) is
considered one of the most prominent scholars of the Arabic language in the
seventh Hijri century. He grew up in the city of Lebla in Andalusia, which he
described as a beautiful city with a strong wall, famous for its olives and trees.
His passion for Arabic language sciences drove him to travel in pursuit of
knowledge, moving to the Levant, Egypt, Algeria, and other regions, before
finally settling in Tunis and dedicating himself to teaching until his death.
Al-Labli was distinguished by an encyclopedic scholarly personality. He was a
scholar of grammar, morphology, semantics, and recitation, in addition to his
knowledge of jurisprudence and theology. He studied under prominent scholars
of his time in Andalusia and the Levant, including Abu Ali al-Shalobin, Ibn al-
Dabbaj, Shams al-Din al-Khosrowshahi, and others. His approach in mentioning
his teachers in his works involved first presenting the knowledge, then his
teachers from whom he acquired that specific field, followed by the teachers of
his teachers, while also mentioning their biographies and works.

Abu Ja'far al-Labl1 left behind numerous important works that demonstrate the
depth of his knowledge and the abundance of his output. These include "Tuhfat
al-Majd al-Sarth fi Sharh Kitab al-Fasth" (The Clear Jewel of Glory in the
Explanation of the Book of Eloquence), "Lubab Tuhfat al-Majd al-Sarth" (The
Essence of the Clear Jewel of Glory), which is a summary of the former,
"Bughyat al-Amal fi Ma'rifat al-Nutq bi-Jami' Mustagbalat al-Afal" (The Desire
of Hopes in Knowing the Pronunciation of All Future Tenses of Verbs), and
"Washy al-Hulal fi Sharh Abyat al-Jumal" (The Embroidery of Garments in the
Explanation of the Verses of al-Jumal), which he presented to the Hafsid Sultan
al-Mustansir. Additionally, his book "Fihrist al-Labli" (The Catalogue of al-
Labli) is considered an important reference in mentioning his teachers and their
chains of transmission. Other works on invocations, theology, and morphology
have also been attributed to him.
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