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Abstract:

The technique of monologue holds a central position in the narrative structure of the modern novel, as it
reflects the psychological depths of characters, reveals their internal conflicts, and complicates the
worldview within the text. The novel "The Sad Night of Ali Baba" by the Iraqi novelist Abdel Khaliq Al-
Rikabi serves as a model of the experimental Arabic novel that employs this technique intensively and in

multidimensional way.

The problem of this study lies in clarifying how Abdel Khaliq Al-Rikabi employs the technique of
monologue in this novel to achieve its artistic and intellectual dimensions. The importance of the research

lies in uncovering the structural role of the monologue in shaping the novel’s complex world

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach through a critical and in-depth reading of the narrative
text. It aims to demonstrate the extent to which the monologue contributes to creating "polyphony” within
the narrative, its role in constructing the complex narrative structure, and in imbuing the novel with
dynamism and vocal multiplicity that reveal the author’s philosophical and intellectual vision through his

intensive use of monologue.

The study is expected to reveal the dominance of monologue as the primary narrative tool in The Sad
Night of Ali Baba, used to probe the depths of troubled characters. The narrator utilizes monologue as a
means to embody the author’s philosophical reflections on existence, identity, and Iraqi time, lending a

vivid dramatic quality to the novel’s narrative discourse.

Key words: Monologue, Abdel Khaliq Al-Rikabi, The Sad Night of Ali Baba.
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