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Abstract
This study explores the profound influence of Neo-Expressionism on the art of printmaking in
the late twentieth century. The movement transformed printmaking from a traditionally
reproductive medium into a powerful tool of personal and cultural expression. Emerging in
reaction to conceptual and minimalist art, Neo-Expressionism emphasized emotional intensity,
symbolic imagery, and a return to materiality and manual techniques.
The research is structured around three key themes. First, it examines post-1970s aesthetic shifts,
highlighting how Neo-Expressionism challenged traditional notions of originality and
replication. Second, it discusses the emergence of hybrid and experimental print techniques—
such as silkscreen, woodcut, and lithography—which artists used to heighten the expressive
quality of prints. Third, it investigates the reconfiguration of cultural symbolism, as artists
integrated non-Western references and developed alternative symbolic systems in response to
late-industrial societal fragmentation.
The study analyzes the work of major artists such as Georg Baselitz, Anselm Kiefer, Jean-Michel
Basquiat, and Keith Haring, revealing how their engagement with printmaking contributed to a
redefinition of artistic identity and cultural memory. Through critical inquiry, the research shows
how printmaking became a dual vehicle for aesthetic innovation and cultural critique within the
broader context of globalization and postmodern discourse.
By highlighting this underexplored dimension of Neo-Expressionism, the study contributes to a
deeper understanding of how prints served not only as visual artefacts but also as dynamic
instruments for negotiating identity in a rapidly changing world.
Key Words:
Neo-Expressionism, Cultural Identity, Printmaking Art.
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