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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the influence of conceptual art on contemporary Egyptian ceramics by
applying the methodology of deconstructive criticism to analyze and interpret the semantic
structures of conceptual ceramic artworks. The research is grounded in the hypothesis that
conceptual art—prioritizing the idea over the material form—nhas significantly contributed to
liberating ceramic practice from traditional constraints, enabling Egyptian artists to express
philosophical and intellectual concerns through innovative techniques and materials. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, the study examines selected works by contemporary artists
such as Mervat El-Sewify and Diaa EI-Din Dawoud, incorporating the deconstructive
principles developed by Jacques Derrida.

The research concludes that contemporary ceramic art in Egypt exhibits a diverse range of
conceptual tendencies that transcend aesthetic and technical considerations. These works are
characterized by their multi-layered visual language, engagement with cultural symbols, and
recontextualization of heritage within critical contemporary frameworks. Artists employ
methods such as assemblage and mixed-media integration, reflecting a shift towards
experimentation and symbolic representation of philosophical, social, and existential themes.

Deconstructive criticism proves to be an effective tool in unveiling binary oppositions
embedded in these artworks—such as form/content, body/spirit—and reveals the multiplicity,
instability, and deferment of meaning. This perspective encourages viewing the artwork not
as a static object bearing a fixed message, but as an open-ended visual text that invites
diverse interpretations and active viewer engagement.

key words: Deconstruction , conceptual art , Contemporary Egyptian Ceramics
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