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This novel revolves around the story of three Palestinian men of different ages
who chose to immigrate to Kuwait illegally through the desert due to their lack
of passports or identification papers. This was to escape the poverty and
humiliation they endured in the camp after the Israeli invasion. A truck driver,
Abu Al-Khayzuran, is known to the border guards, but his truck is not inspected.
He decides to help them by transporting them secretly and illegally.

The journey begins mysteriously in the desolate desert under the scorching sun.
Their fears of checkpoints increase before they reach the Iragi border
checkpoint. They are forced to hide inside the truck’s tank for a few minutes
once the inspections are complete, then resume their journey and take turns
sitting. Before reaching the border, they decide to return to the tank for another
test. When Abu Al-Khayzuran gets out of the truck at the Kuwaiti border
checkpoint, a border guard stops to talk to him. The conversation lasts for 15
minutes, enough time for the three men to suffocate inside the tank, leaving them
with no other options. Abu Al-Khayzuran decides to dispose of their bodies in a
landfill and seize their money.

The last sentence of the driver, Abu Al-Khayzuran, in the novel was: "Why
didn't you knock on the tank walls? Why didn't you knock on the tank walls?
Why? Why? Why?"

In this way, Kanafani succeeds in conveying his revolutionary and political
message in a romantic literary style that touches the readers' emotions and
reflects the experience of ordinary Palestinians. The novel highlights issues of
belonging, return, and the right to the land, reinforcing the importance of
peaceful struggle and protest against the harsh conditions facing the Palestinian
people.
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