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Interpretation Through Figurative (Mental) Metaphor in Ma‘alim at-
Tanzil by Imam al-Baghawi

Fatimah bint Muhammad bin Abdulrahman Al-Makawni
Department of Islamic Studies, College of Education:

Prince Sattam bin Abdulaziz University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: almakawny@hotmail.com

Abstract

The researcher's study focuses on Al-Baghawi's use of the mental metaphor in his
interpretation, through discussion between the evidence in which this type of metaphor is
mentioned, and the verses that he interpreted, and this is evident in three ways: by
referring to the mental metaphor, exposing it, or omitting it. The study consists of an
introduction, two chapters, a conclusion, and two indexes: for sources and references,
and for contents. The study relies on the inductive and deductive analytical approaches.

Among the most important results reached by the study

-Al-Baghawi used the word (metaphor) in his interpretation, for a number of uses: the
meaning of the verse, appreciation, directing the meaning, linguistic transformations in
the arrangement of the structure and its appearance, rhetorical transformations in the style
of the structure, and so on.

-Al-Baghawi did not explicitly mention the term ‘“rational metaphor” in his
interpretation . He expressed it expansively, or by invoking the language of the Arabs
and what is mentioned in their poetry.

-Al-Baghawi used reference to mental metaphor in his interpretation in 10 position by
stipulating the relationship of the predicate to the predicate by using the word addition,
attribution, naming, or description .

-Al-Baghawi used the rational metaphor in his interpretation in 79 position, through
the presumption that indicates the predicate, or the estimation of deletion, or the
reference to the relationship between the predicate and the predicate, or the inflection that
indicates the relationship of the predicate and the predicate, or the interpretation that
refers to the subject of the attribution in the face of reality .

-Al-Baghawi was not subject to interpretation using rational metaphor in (508)
Witnesses, and this is due to the reasons: his approach in limiting himself to interpreting
parts of the verse and not others, and he may miss the entire chain of transmission; Or
due to his abandoning the scrutiny of interpretation using rational metaphor in places of
reference according to the method of interpretation using the hadiths; Or the lack of
interpretation by rational metaphor while being guided by metaphor in the word, or by
his doctrine of affirming the attributes and what is added to God Almighty in the manner
of the Sunnis and the community.
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