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The hadiths of Abu Ishaq al-Sabi‘l that are problematic due to the conflict
between marfu‘ and mawquf attributions in the chapter of dhikr
Akhmad Fahrisan Luthfi Abdullah

The department of hadith sciences, College of hadith and islamic
studies, Islamic University of Madinah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
E-mail: akhmadfahrisan@gmail.com

Abstract

This study examines the authentication (takhrij) of three hadiths
related to the topic of remembrance (dhikr), which are problematic due
to the discrepancies in their transmission from Abu Ishaq al-Sabi‘i
regarding whether they should be attributed directly to the Prophet
(marfu®) or stopped at Shahabah (mawquf). Abu Ishaq was among the
prolific narrators, with many students transmitting from him, often
differing in their narrations. The study compiles the various chains of
transmission for these hadiths, distinguishing between the marfu‘ and
mawquf versions. The research follows an inductive methodology
combined with a critical analysis approach.

The aim of this study is to determine whether these hadiths
should be attributed to the Prophet, making them authoritative by
consensus, or whether they should remain as statements of a Shahababh,
which is subject to scholarly debate. The researcher examines the chains
of transmission, critiques them, and then makes a judgment regarding
their authenticity and the preferable version.

The study concludes that the first hadith is more likely to be a
maqtu‘ report from Abu Ishaq al-Sabi‘i. However, it has been
authentically transmitted as marfu‘ through other chains independent of
Abu Ishaq. The second hadith is more likely to be mawquf, while the
third hadith is more likely to be marfu‘, with its chain classified as
connected (muttasil).

The key factors in preferring one version over another in these hadiths
include: the presence of additional details that indicate greater precision,
narration by a more reliable memorizer, and the strength of transmission
due to a larger number of narrators.

Reywords: Hadith, Al-sabii Dhike Marfu’ Mawuf
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