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Abstract

This study explores the use of the zoetrope as a contemporary visual medium to re-present Al-
Razha, a traditional Omani art form, within an interactive artistic framework that bridges
heritage and modern technology. The research aims to highlight the origins and historical
development of the zoetrope, while analyzing its aesthetic and expressive dimensions—
particularly the visual and psychological effects resulting from the integration of movement and
light. Additionally, the study seeks to foster renewed interest in cultural heritage among younger
generations through innovative techniques that offer traditional arts in a more engaging and

interactive manner.
The significance of this study lies in its exploration of the creative potential of merging
contemporary art technologies with cultural heritage, especially in light of the decline in popular
arts' relevance in modern artistic discourse. The study addresses a gap in Arabic scholarship on
the zoetrope and its applications in documenting and presenting folk traditions. By focusing on
Al-Razha, a key component of Omani cultural identity, this research attempts to offer an artistic
experience that reimagines heritage through a modern visual lens, attentive to rhythm, symbolic

movement, and expressive timing.
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The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology to review relevant theoretical literature,
alongside an applied approach involving the creation of an artistic work that employs the
zoetrope to visualize Al-Razha. Ultimately, this research contributes to the development of
heritage-based artistic practices within a contemporary aesthetic, offering immersive visual and
psychological engagement for the viewer.
Keywords
Zoetrope, Technology, Folk Arts, Al-Razha
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