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Some Rulings on Speech Disorders in Islamic Jurisprudence
Yasser Ahmed Ahmed Al-Faqi
Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Education, Al-Azhar University, Cairo,

Egypt
E-mail: YASSERALFAKI.33@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract :

The study aims to examine some of the rulings on speech disorders in Islamic
jurisprudence (figh). This is achieved by first examining their nature and defining
their essence, then clarifying some of the rulings related to them in prayer and
recitation. It also addresses the ruling on one of these individuals leading others who
are capable of speaking but do not suffer from similar speech problems. It also
examines the extent to which gestures or writing are acceptable as an alternative to
speech in contracts and financial obligations. Is it possible to rely on gestures or
writing in testimonies and statements before the judiciary?

The study employed a descriptive and analytical approach to explore the rulings
on speech disorders in Islamic jurisprudence (figh) and the jurisprudential
disagreement among the various schools of jurisprudence regarding their rulings.
This study does not encompass all the rulings on speech disorders in all chapters of
Islamic jurisprudence, but the researcher's selections constitute a summary of many
of the issues discussed in figh books on the subject. The study reached a number of
results, the most important of which are: that the sign of a mute person does not
invalidate the prayer, and his prayer is considered valid as long as he does his best.
Whoever suffers from a minor disorder (such as a lisp or mild stuttering) remains
obligated to fulfill all the legal obligations. Whoever has a severe disorder that
prevents him from speaking or reading is exempt from the obligations that require
precise pronunciation that he is unable to do. Jurists differed regarding the validity
of the prayer of those with speech disorders if they are imams for others who speak.
The majority are of the opinion that it is not permissible for a speaker to follow
someone who has a lisp or stuttering or the like. The talbiyah is waived for the mute,
and is replaced by intention or something that takes its place. Whoever has a speech
disorder can recite from the Qur'an and remembrance what he is able to, and the
Sharia does not require him to do what he cannot do, as long as this inability is not
in his hands, but rather it is the will and decree of God upon him, and he is only
required to do what he is capable of. It is not permissible to appoint someone with a
speech defect to a judge, out of concern for the reputation and prestige of the
judge, and to protect this position from being mocked. And mocking him, and the
testimony of a mute person is permissible in the limits, and it is accepted from him
with an understandable sign or in writing, and the understandable sign of the one
unable to speak is accepted in the confession of a limit of the limits, contrary to the
Hanafi school, and the understandable sign of the mute is like speech in selling,
marriage, divorce, emancipation, taking back, cursing, slander, and all other
contracts and rulings.

Keywords: Speech disorders, Islamic jurisprudence, acts of worship, transactions,
penal law, testimonies
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