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Mechanisms for Assessing Compensation for Lost Opportunity
According to the Saudi Civil Transactions Law
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Department of Private Law, College of Law, King Faisal University, Saudi Arabia

*E- mail of Corresponding Author : asaalmarri@kfu.edu.sa
Abstract :

This study addresses the issue of compensation for lost opportunity by clarifying
its concept, legal and jurisprudential basis, eligibility requirements, and the role of
the court in assessing it. Compensation is defined as a legal means of redressing
harm and restoring the injured party to their pre-harmful status. Lost opportunity is
an inherent harm, represented by the loss of a realistic and legitimate opportunity

to achieve gain or avoid loss, because of an unlawful act by a third party.

The study relied on the three pillars of civil liability: fault, damage, and
causation. It emphasized that harm in this context must be actual, not imaginary or
potential, and that the opportunity must have been actually and irrevocably lost and
represent a legitimate interest of the injured party. It also emphasized that the
presence of fault on the part of the other party is a prerequisite for liability. The
study also clarified that assessing compensation for lost opportunity is a matter
subject to the judge's discretion. Judges assess the seriousness of the opportunity
and the value of the resulting damage, considering the specificity of each individual
case and the factual and objective data presented to them. We conclude from the
study that lost opportunity, when its conditions are met and its elements are
fulfilled, constitutes compensable damage. It constitutes a natural extension of the
concept of justice within the scope of civil liability, while emphasizing the
importance of maintaining a balance between protecting rights and ensuring the
realism of judicial proof

Keywords: Mechanisms, Compensation Assessment, Loss of Opportunity, Saudi Civil
Transactions System
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