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Time And Authority In Legal Theory
A Comparative Philosophical Analytical Reading Of The Structure
And Historical Development Of Legislation
Mohamed Mostafa Mohamed Abu al-'Anin
Department of Private Law - Philosophy of Law, Faculty of Sharia and Law, Tanta,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt
E-mail: Mohamed-mostafa.2419@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract :
This research explores the complex relationship between time and authority in legal
theory, outlining its conceptual evolution across three chapters. The introduction
frames the notion of time not merely as a neutral background but as a vital
dimension for understanding law—not as a static set of rules, but as a dynamic
organism shaped by historical and institutional forces. The first chapter presents the
theoretical framework, examining how time and authority intersect in legal
philosophy. It discusses how legal theorists have considered time as a constitutive
element of law’s legitimacy and coherence, emphasizing that authority gives law its
temporal structure and normative force. The chapter argues that law cannot be
divorced from the temporal dimensions that shape and reshape it. The second
chapter focuses on the gradual formation of law through historical and political
models that illustrate the interaction between time and authority. It analyzes how
slow transformations and historical accumulations influence the legitimacy and
adaptability of legal systems, using case studies to show how legal norms evolve
over time under the influence of shifting power structures. The third chapter
addresses contemporary authority and its engagement with the "new time"—an era
marked by digital acceleration and rapid change. It explores the challenges faced by
traditional legal systems in responding to fast-paced technological and societal
transformations, showing how legal authority adapts its frameworks to operate
within an ever-changing temporal landscape. In conclusion, the study suggests that
rethinking legal theory requires reimagining time not as an external factor, but as an
intrinsic element that intersects with authority to produce legal meaning.
Keywords: Time, Authority, Legal Theory, Philosophical Reading, Legislative
Structure, Legislative History
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(1) Michel Foucault, power-Knowledge: Selected Interviews and Other Writings 1972 — 1977, ed.
Colin Gordon, Pantheon Books, 1980, P. 88.
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(3)Hans-Georg Gadamer, Truth and Method, translated by Joel Weinsheimer and Donald G.
Bloomsbury, 2004, P. 306.
(4) Paul Ricoeur, Time and Narrative, trans. Kathleen McLaughlin and David Pellauer, University of
Chicago Press, 1984, Vol. 1, P. 64. "Narrative time is not just a sequence of events but a
meaningful configuration of those events"
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(2)Carl Schmit, Political Theology: Four Chapters on the Concept of sovereignty, trans. George
Schwab, University of Chicago Press, 2005, P. 5. " Sovereign is he who decides on the exception"
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(1)Giorgio Agamben, State of Exception, trans. Kevin Attell, University of Chicago Press, 2005, P. 32,
51. "The state of exception is the point of intersection between the juridico-political and the bio-
political"
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(1)Ronald Dworken, Law's Empire, Harvard University Press, 1986, P. 413.
(2)Paul Ricoeur, Time and Narrative, Vol. 3, University of Chicago Press, 1988, P. 163.
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(1)Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, Penguin Classics, 1985, P. 185.
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(1)John Locke, Two Treatises of Government, Cambridge University Press, 1988, P. 287.
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(1) Karl Marx, A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, Progress Publishers, Moscow,1977,
P. 20.
(2)Friedrich Engels, Anti-Duhring, Foreign Languages Publishing House, Moscow, 1954, P. 121.
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(2) Herbert Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man, Beacon Press, 1964, P. 87.
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(1)Michel Foucault, Surveiller et Punir: Naissance de la prison, Gallimard, 1975, P. 189. "Every legal
system is a system of power, and every exercise of power implies a certain type of knowledge"
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(3)Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan, Vintage Books,
1995, P. 27
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(1)Pierre Bourdieu, La force du droit: éléments pour une sociologie du champ juridique, Actes de la
recherche en sciences sociales, 64, 1986, p. 3.
(2)Roberto Unger, The Critical Legal Movement, Harvard University Press, 1986, P. 5.
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(1)Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, P. 113.
(2)Jirgen Habermas, Between Facts and Norms: Contribution to a Discourse Theory of Law and
Democracy, MIT Press, 1996, P. 120.
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(1)Jacques Derrida, Force of Law: The "Mystical Foundation of Authority", in: Cardozo Law Review,
Vol. 11, P. 920.
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