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Research Summary

Introduction:

Early childhood is a critical stage in the formation of a child's personality and
requires extensive efforts, skills, and practices to develop a well-rounded, socially
functional individual. Children with learning disabilities are especially in need of
such support due to deficits in perception, confusion in information processing, and
difficulties in receiving and interpreting inputs. These challenges necessitate
greater collaborative efforts to equip them with essential social skills, thereby
enhancing their capacity to function effectively within society.

Social skills constitute a fundamental and vital pillar in the life of any community.
They have increasingly become a focal issue in the context of comprehensive
societal reform and development efforts. Their importance is reflected in the
outcomes individuals strive to achieve, making them essential in evaluating social
effectiveness.

Therefore, this study aims to explore the relationship between the development of

social skills and their effectiveness in children with learning disabilities.

Research Problem:
The research problem is framed through the following two questions:
« What are the differences in social skills between children with
learning disabilities and typically developing (normal) children?
« What are the differences in social skills among children with learning

disabilities based on gender (males/females)?

Research Objectives:

The study aims to:
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1. ldentify the differences in social skills between children with learning
disabilities and typically developing children.

2. ldentify the differences in social skills among children with learning
disabilities according to the child’s gender (male/female).

Research Importance:
Theoretical Importance:

1. The importance of this research lies in the critical variables it
addresses—particularly social skills, their definitions, dimensions,
and the importance of developing them among children with and
without learning disabilities. Social skills play a central role in
shaping individual personality and character traits.

2. It contributes to understanding the needs of children with and without
learning disabilities, and how to identify and support them effectively.

3. The research provides a theoretical foundation for the concepts of
social skills and learning disabilities, highlighting their dimensions,
sources, and theoretical background.

Applied Importance:

1. Raising awareness among researchers and parents about the
importance of social skills in children with learning disabilities.

2. Offering insights into the nature of learning disabilities that are useful
for professionals in special education and child development. The
findings can guide specialists and caregivers in adjusting educational
programs for these children.

3. Laying the groundwork for developing targeted programs for both
children with learning disabilities and typically developing children,

based on the research findings.



Yase (YeYo judiuw) Ggmaddly saladl alaall 4l gikal) dlaa

Research Hypotheses:

« There are statistically significant differences between the mean ranks
of children with learning disabilities and typically developing children
on the social skills scale, in favor of the post-test results.

« There are statistically significant differences between the mean ranks
of children with learning disabilities on the social skills scale

according to gender (male/female), in favor of the post-test results.

Research Methodology:
The study adopts a comparative correlational descriptive method, aiming to
identify differences in social skills dimensions between children with learning
disabilities and their typically developing peers.
Research Sample:
The sample consists of:

« 30 children with learning disabilities aged 4 to 6 years.

« 30 typically developing children from Abu Salem Kindergarten in

Sharqia Governorate, during the 2023/2024 academic year.

Research Tools:
1. Developmental Learning Disabilities Checklist for kindergarten
children
(Prepared by: Adel Abdallah Mohamed, 2006)
2. Social Skills Scale
(Prepared by: Prof. Dr. Amani Abdel Magsoud, 2000)

Statistical Methods Used:

VY
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To standardize and validate the research tools and test the study hypotheses, the

following statistical techniques were used:

Spearman-Brown Correlation Coefficient

Cronbach’s Alpha Coefficient for reliability

Pearson Correlation Coefficient

Means and Standard Deviations

Chi-square Test (3?) to assess homogeneity in mean ranks of the

sample scores

Research Results:

There are statistically significant differences in the dimensions of the
social skills scale between children with learning disabilities and
typically developing children.

There are statistically significant differences in mean ranks on the
social skills scale among children with learning disabilities based on

gender (males/females).
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