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Abstract:

Professional syndicates are among the key social and political actors that
perform multiple roles within contemporary political systems, especially during times
of crisis and major political transformations. Accordingly, this study seeks to analyze

the extent to which these syndicates influence political decision—-making and to
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evaluate the roles they have played within the context of Egypt's political
upheaval—a period marked by rapid changes and complex challenges.

The central research problem revolves around understanding the nature and
dimensions of the role played by the Egyptian Journalists’ Syndicate during this
political transformation, and how this role evolved throughout the profound political
shifts that Egypt has experienced from 2011 to 2025. This inquiry entails a range
of complexities, as it involves overlapping political, class, and professional factors,
and intersects with the nature of the relationship between professional syndicates
and the ruling authorities—an association that ultimately defines the syndicates’
autonomy and effectiveness in advocating for their members’ interests.

The study is grounded on several core hypotheses: that syndicates'
effectiveness tends to increase during major political crises; that their political roles
are shaped by their relationship with the regime; and that the class and professional
composition of their members significantly influences their political activism.
Furthermore, the study posits that the Journalists’ Syndicate, particularly during
times of political mobilization, has often prioritized national political issues over
purely professional ones, thereby functioning as a central political pressure tool.

Methodologically, the study adopts an integrated analytical approach. It
employs role theory to conceptualize syndicates as collective actors operating
through representative, mobilizing, and lobbying functions. Additionally, it draws on
the political systems analysis approach to understand the interactive dynamics
between syndicates and the political regime. A case study methodology was applied
to closely examine the role of the Journalists’ Syndicate within the Egyptian political

.system
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Based on these analytical tools and a focus on core thematic axes, the study
concludes that the effectiveness of professional syndicates in Egypt has varied
depending on the political context and successive crises. Their influence tends to
expand during periods of unrest, yet remains constrained by their entangled
relationship with the state, which imposes structural limits on their independence
and capacity for free political action. The Journalists’ Syndicate has emerged as a
notable political actor, leveraging its strategic position, but has also faced severe
challenges stemming from internal political shifts and fluctuating levels of repression
and openness within the regime.

Finally, the study identifies a set of persistent challenges facing syndicate
activism, including political pressures and state interference, limited financial
resources, restrictive legislation, weak internal and geographic representation, and
insufficient inclusion and empowerment of women. The findings emphasize the
urgent need to enhance the autonomy of syndicates, develop their internal
structures, secure financial and organizational support, and improve mechanisms
of representation and inclusion to ensure their continued relevance and influence
in driving political change and defending both their members’ rights and broader
societal interests.

Keywords: Professional Syndicates, Journalists’ Syndicate, Political

Change, January 25 Revolution, June 30 Revolution
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