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European Union Policy on Refugee Issues: A Comparative Study
of the Syrian and Ukrainian Refugee Crises (2011- 2025)
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Abstract:

Refugee and migration issues are gaining increasing importance within the
framework of contemporary international dynamics, particularly with the growing
waves of displacement caused by armed conflicts. In this context, the significance
of this study lies in its examination of the European Union’s policies toward asylum
through a comparative analysis of the Syrian refugee crisis (2011) and the
Ukrainian refugee crisis (2022), thereby uncovering strategic dimensions that affect
European security, humanitarian commitments, and the foundations of international

.legal legitimacy
The central problem of the study is embodied in a set of questions: How did
the European Union respond to the influx of refugees from both Syria and Ukraine?
And to what extent did these policies differ? The study also seeks to explore the

balance—or contradiction—between the security and national interests of EU
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member states on the one hand, and the moral and humanitarian obligations
.imposed by international law and European conventions on the other

The study adopts a comparative methodology supported by a legal—-analytical
approach, tracing the political and security contexts that produced refugee flows
from both Syria and Ukraine, examining the economic and political repercussions
of these influxes on the European Union, and reviewing the legal frameworks
governing asylum policies in Europe—chief among them the Dublin Regulation and
the unified procedures crystallized in the 2024 Brussels Pact—while analyzing the
.actual practices and policies pursued by the Union in each case

The findings reveal that the European Union faced a dual dilemma:
attempting to balance the imperatives of protecting its borders and preserving
internal cohesion, while simultaneously upholding its international and humanitarian
commitments. The comparison between the Syrian and Ukrainian refugee crises
highlights a clear disparity in responses: the EU demonstrated greater flexibility and
solidarity toward Ukrainian refugees, whereas its policies toward Syrian refugees
were characterized by restrictions and rigidity. This reveals a double standard that
raises questions about the Union’s credibility and its proclaimed values. In light of
the adoption of the new EU Pact on Migration and Asylum in April 2024, the study
concludes that the future of European policy in this field will not be determined
solely by the text of the pact, but will largely depend on the Union’s practical
capacity to overcome internal contradictions and develop a fairer, more balanced
approach that reconciles security considerations with the requirements of

humanitarian protection.

Keywords: European Union, Refugee Issues, Syrian Refugees, Ukrainian

Refugees, Brussels Pact 2(24.
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