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Abstract:

Abdul Latif Pasha Al-Mandil was distinguished by his political
and social status and his keenness on the interests of Iraq in general
and the Basra Governorate in particular, as he had charitable and
social works to serve the people of Basra. He was also the focus of
attention of the Iragi prime ministers, who wanted him to join their
various ministries during that period. He was nominated as Minister of
Trade in the first Iraqi national government headed by Abdul Rahman
Al-Kilani in 1339 AH / 1920 AD, then nominated as Minister of
Endowments in the ministry of Abdul Rahman Al-Saadoun in 1341
AH /1922 AD, and resigned in 1353 AH / 1934 AD and left political
work to devote himself to his private affairs and his scientific and
literary interests. This was evident in his provision of financial support
to private libraries and the collection of manuscripts from mosgues.
His literary connections also increased, as the great Iragi poet Marouf
Al-Rusafi was his most prominent friend and attendee of his
gatherings. Abdul Latif Al-Mandil spent the last years of his life
focusing on his private life away from politics until he passed away in
1359 AH / 1940 AD, and Al-Rusafi was one of those who wrote

elegies about him after his death.
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