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A comparative study between Ibn Khaldun and

Auguste Comte in the social phenomenon

Abstract

This study discusses the contributions and efforts of lbn
Khaldun and Auguste Comte in developing sociology in terms of
subject matter and methodology. Considered to be the founding
fathers of this science, this research aims to clarify how they
interpreted social phenomena and the reasons that prompted them to
study them. This study is characterized by its specificity as it uses
historical, comparative, and critical methods. The central issue in
this study relates to how Ibn Khaldun and Auguste Comte dealt with
the development of sociology and its independence from other
sciences. The results of the study showed that there is agreement
between them regarding the methodology of sociology, as they
consider it a positive approach that includes observation and
induction. However, Ibn Khaldun's distinction appears due to his
precedence by five centuries. The results of the study also showed a
difference between Ibn Khaldun and Auguste Comte regarding the
sections of sociology (the subject of sociology). Ibn Khaldun
divided the subject of sociology into multiple sections, each
containing a group of related social phenomena. He studied it by
analyzing its static and dynamic aspects, and analyzing its parts,
elements, and functions. He also conducted a study of the
development of these phenomena and the laws that govern them. On
the other hand, Auguste Comte divided social phenomena into two
main sections: social dynamics and social statistics.

Keywords: Auguste Comte, social phenomena, Ibn Khaldun,
sociology.
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