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Maritime Trade in the Islamic World During
the Abbasid Era

Abstract

This study explores the pivotal role of maritime trade in the
Islamic world during the Abbasid era (132-656 AH/750-1258
AD), focusing on the extensive maritime trade networks that
connected the Abbasid state to vast regions. It highlights the
significance of key ports such as Basra, Siraf, and Aden in
fostering commercial activity and examines the technological
and regulatory innovations that advanced maritime navigation,
including shipbuilding techniques and the use of sophisticated
navigation tools. The study also addresses the challenges faced
by maritime trade, such as political unrest and piracy,
emphasizing the Abbasid policies that secured trade routes and
ensured their continuity. Furthermore, it discusses the cultural
and civilizational impact of this trade in fostering intercultural
interaction.

Keywords: Maritime  trade, Abbasid era, ports,
technological innovations, maritime navigation, Abbasid state,
cultural exchange.
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