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Spatial Depth in the Reliefs of the Kagemni
Tomb at Saqqara Between Realistic Narrative
and Symbolic Connotations

Abstract:

This research aims to study the tomb of Kagemni in Saqgara analytically and
artistically from the perspective of spatial depth, attempting to uncover the visual
compositional mechanisms employed by ancient Egyptian artists to organize scenes
within the mural space, within a framework that combines realistic narrative and
symbolic meaning. The tomb of Kagemni is a rich example of the visual diversity and
symbolic integration characteristic of elite tombs in the Old Kingdom. Spatial depth is
evident in the inscriptions through the superimposition of elements, the gradation of
sizes, and the distribution of movements within a space characterized by fluidity and
organization. The study aims to demonstrate how spatial depth transcended its
formative function to a narrative role bearing social and religious connotations,
reflecting concepts such as order, eternity, ritual repetition, and class hierarchy. The
research also highlights the relationship between the artist's vision of the visible and
his perception of the invisible, as inscriptions represent a means of conveying
ideological beliefs within an attractive visual framework. The research concluded that
the Kagemni tomb is not merely a record of daily life, but rather represents a complex
visual discourse that combines documentary and symbolic elements in an artistic
construction that reflects the ancient Egyptian philosophy of understanding the world

and imagining eternity.

Key Words: Spatial Depth, Kagemni Tomb, Realistic Narrative.
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