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The Architectural Identity of Alexandria's in the Twentieth Century

(Giovanni Niccolini's Role in Merging Italian and Islamic Styles)
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Abstract:

This research examines the architectural identity of Alexandria in the twentieth century,
highlighting the contributions of the Italian architect Giovanni Niccolini in formulating an
architectural style that combined classical Italian style with Islamic architectural elements,
particularly Mamluk. The study explores the historical and cultural context of the emergence
of this identity, focusing on the role of the Italian community and its architects in shaping the
features of the modern city during that era. Several buildings designed by Niccolini are
analyzed, with a detailed study of the decorative and structural elements that reflect this
architectural interaction, such as the use of arches, vaults, and geometric and vegetal motifs
inspired by Islamic heritage. The research also discusses the historical roots of Islamic
influences on Italian architecture, providing a theoretical background for understanding the
foundations of this artistic and cultural convergence. Through an architectural and graphic
analysis of selected examples, the study seeks to clarify how Niccolini adapted Islamic
elements into his designs to harmonize with the urban, climatic, and social environment of
Alexandria. The research aims, as a whole, to highlight Alexandria as a model of
architectural and cultural dialogue between East and West, resulting in a unique visual and
architectural identity that reflects the city's diversity and cultural openness.

Keyword: Architectural Identity - Alexandria - Twentieth Century - Giovanni Niccolini -
Italian and Islamic style.
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