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The Reflection of Cultural Identity in Egyptian Films
Adapted from Foreign Cinema: A Semiological Study

of Cinematic Image Symbols and Elements
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Abstract

Cinematic adaptation is considered one of the most prominent phenomena shaping creative
expression in Egyptian cinema. It has served as a major contributor to the development of artistic
production since the inception of industry. Despite the long-standing legacy of Egyptian cinema,
its growing reliance on adapting foreign works—particularly from American cinema—reveals a
persistent trend that reflects challenges related to the absence of original, locally written scripts,
and a drive to keep pace with global cinematic trends.

Within this context, the research aimed to explore the extent to which Egyptian cultural iden-
tity is reflected in Egyptian films adapted from foreign cinematic works. The study employed the
semiological method to analyze visual and auditory signs based on Roland Barthes’ approach,
alongside the comparative method to examine similarities and differences between the original
foreign films and their Egyptian counterparts.

The analysis was conducted on a purposive sample of films, including the Egyptian film Tom
and Jimmy, adapted from the American film Dennis the Menace, and For Zico, adapted from
Little Miss Sunshine. The findings revealed a tendency in Egyptian cinema toward full adapta-
tion of narrative and dramatic structures, with partial modifications that reflect local identity—
through dialogue, set design, costumes, music, and other symbolic elements that contribute to
the film’s cultural character. The results also highlighted varying degrees of cultural localization
between the original and adapted films, indicating attempts by Egyptian filmmakers to reconcile
foreign narratives with local context.

Keywords: Egyptian cinema, cinematic adaptation, semiology, cultural identity.
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Publication Guidelines and Standards of The Scientific Journal of
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1. Originality and Novelty:
The research must be original, recent, and provide a scientific
contribution in its field of specialization. [t must not have been
previously published or submitted for publication elsewhere.

2. Author Declaration:
The author must submit a declaration confirming that the research
has not been previously published.

3. Scope of Publication:
The research must fall within the subjects covered by the journal,
including journalism and publishing, radio and television, public
relations, advertising, and electronic media.

4. Language and Research Components:
Research papers are accepted in either Arabic or English and must
include:

» Research Title

» Author's Name and Job Title

» Institutional Email Address

» Abstract in both Arabic and English

» Full research paper not exceeding 100 pages, following the specified
formatting guidelines.

5. Abstracts:

» Each research paper must be accompanied by two abstracts: one
in Arabic and one in English. The Arabic abstract must include: an
introduction not exceeding two lines, the objective, methodology,
results, and keywords. The research title should appear at the top of
the page, followed by the author's name without titles, department,
faculty, university, and then the email address (Azhari university
email for Al-Azhar University members, or any other email for non-
members).

» The abstract should be between 250 and 300 words.

Care must be taken to ensure the English abstract is accurately and



properly translated, free from linguistic and stylistic errors.
6. Methodology and Referencing:
The research must strictly adhere to scientific methodology and all
sources and references must be documented using the Chicago style.
7. Reference List:
References must be listed at the end of the research using EndNote
software, in the order they appear in the text, in both Arabic and
English.
8. General Formatting Guidelines:

» Arabic text: Simplified Arabic, font size 14.

» English text: Times New Roman, font size 14.

» Main and subheadings: Bold.

» Margins: 2.54 cm on all sides.

» Line spacing: Single (1).

» Table titles: Times New Roman, font size 11.

9. Language Accuracy:
The research must be free from grammatical, linguistic, and
typographical errors, and should be clear and sound in meaning and
style in both Arabic and English.

10.Research Review:

» Research papers are subject to peer review by two professors
specialized in the field from universities in Egypt and the Arab
world. Based on their evaluations, the suitability of the material for
publication is determined.

» The review process is conducted with complete confidentiality
(double-blind peer review).

» If one reviewer rejects the paper, the journal’s management has the
right to refer it to a third reviewer for final judgment.

» The review process is supervised by the Editor-in-Chief or their
designated representative.

11. Review Results and Publication Commitment:

» Upon acceptance, the author is officially notified.

» The author may not withdraw the research after it has been accepted
for publication.



» Reviewer fees are non-refundable if the research is not accepted.

» If revisions are requested, the modified paper must be submitted
within one week. If delayed, the paper will be postponed to the next
issue.

» If the revisions are substantial, the paper must be resubmitted within
15 days.

12. Rejection of Publication:

» The journal informs authors if their papers are not accepted without
being obligated to provide reasons.

13.Content Responsibility:

» The views expressed in published research papers are solely those of
the authors. The journal holds no responsibility for the content.

14. Order of Publication:

» Research papers are published based on internal technical and
organizational considerations.

15. Prohibition of Duplicate Publication:

» Publishing the same research in more than one journal or platform is
strictly prohibited.

16. Journal Rights:

» The journal retains all publication rights.

» It has the right to republish research papers in print or electronically.

» It may make research papers available in various databases, whether
for a fee or free of charge, without requiring the author’s consent.

17. Financial Costs:

» Administrative, printing, and publication costs are determined based

on the approved regulations and publisher quotations.
18. Commitment to Scientific Ethics:

» Authors must adhere to ethical publication standards and avoid all
forms of academic misconduct, including plagiarism, falsification, and
fabrication.

» Authors must disclose research funding sources, if any.

» For joint research, all contributing authors must be clearly identified
before submission to the journal.

» If a significant error is discovered after publication, the author must
notify the editorial board to correct or retract the material.

19. Post-Publication Review and Correction:

» Authors are required to make any revisions or corrections requested

after publication as soon as they are notified.



