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Innovation: An Urgent Necessity and Ethical Horizons
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Abstract

Scientific innovation is an urgent necessity in this era, especially in
the field of jurisprudential research, which is distinguished by its
broad and diverse issues in light of the constant interaction between
Sharia rulings and the reality that represents a major part of the
purposes of Sharia. This requires researchers to pay attention to
what enables them to move beyond imitation in scientific research,
which should not be limited to reproducing the thoughts of
predecessors. Even if these thoughts are solid foundations to build
.upon, they must be accompanied by the spirit of the age

Hence, it is imperative to employ sound reasoning when examining
the evidence on which jurists relied in their legal determinations,
for the absolute ruling in every matter may change with the change
of time, place, custom, and circumstances, according to what has
been established in the principles of jurisprudence. Jurists have
stated that rulings may vary with the changing of these factors.
Thus, it is essential for the researcher to adhere to innovation as a
necessary means for every issue, not only to expand the horizons of
juristic thought, but also to achieve societal benefit, while
remaining committed to the ethical standards of scholarly research.
These ethical standards prevent deviation, ensure objectivity, and
refine the researcher’s thought process. The jurist must, therefore,
exert greater effort in clarifying and explaining the objectives of
Sharia to contemporary society in a manner that accommodates
.people’s conditions without hardship or negligence

This is why Imam Ibn Taymiyyah said: “The mujtahid who strives
to reach the truth, but fails, will still be rewarded for his effort,” for
true innovation means engaging with reality in light of the
principles of Sharia, not blind imitation and not abandoning
.tradition

KeyWOFdS: (Innovation, Ethical Controls, Figh research )
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