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The Effect of Facial Color Differences on The Accuracy and Speed of
Recognizing Emotional Facial Expressions in a Sample of Female
University Students

Kamala Yehia Fathy
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Abstract

The current research aimed to reveal the extent to which facial color variation
affects the accuracy and speed of recognizing emotional facial expressions among a
sample of female university students. A sample of (60) female students from Beni
Suef University, all from the Faculty of Arts, participated in the experiment. Their
average age was (20.13) years, with a standard deviation of (0.95) years. The aim of
the experiment was to measure the ability to distinguish emotions (neutral, happiness,
sadness, anger, surprise, fear, and disgust) in a context of changing facial color (baby
blue, purple, green, red, blue, white, and yellow). The results indicated that speed is
more sensitive to the effect of facial color than accuracy, that cool and neutral colors
(such as baby blue, white, and blue) were more supportive of effective perception,
compared to sharp or bright colors (such as red or yellow) that purple showed high
effectiveness in quickly distinguishing several emotions, and that red was not the best
color in most cases.

Keywords: Facial Color — Emotional Facial Expressions - Response Accuracy -
Response Time.



