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Stealing public and private money and its impact on society through the
fatwas of Imam AIl-Shafi’i in the first Abbasid era
(150-204 AH/ 767 — 820 CE)
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Research Summary

The prohibition of theft has been proven in the Holy Quran and the
Sunnah of the Prophet, and there is no doubt that there are many
social reasons and motives for committing the crime of theft, such as
hunger, greed, avarice, and dissatisfaction with lawful earnings. A
person may be forced to steal, as well as the lack of necessary or
sufficient security measures in some areas to deter thieves and
prevent them from committing the crime of theft, especially in the
streets and roads at night, and other reasons that lead to theft. Theft
may be from public money, such as stealing from the spoils of war
before division, or stealing from the treasury or Zakat al-Fitr, or
stealing from the funds of the state or its institutions, or theft may be
from private money, and there are many and varied methods, and the
ruling on the thief differs according to the stolen money, its location,
and the way in which the theft was committed.
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