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The Role of the Television Program Al-Haqg Yuqal in
Shaping the Political Orientations of the Iragi Audience

Dr. Zeinab Hassan Sleem®

Mr.Ghassan Ayadah Aldahry™
ABSTRACT
This study aims to explore the role of the television program Al-Haq Yugal in
shaping political orientations and enhancing political participation among the Iraqi
public. It analyzes the relationship between the audience’s evaluation of the program
and the extent of its influence on their political attitudes, taking into account
demographic variables, the nature of the topics discussed, viewing and interaction
patterns, and the intensity of program followership.
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology and relies on a questionnaire
as its primary data collection tool. The questionnaire was administered to a
purposive sample of 400 viewers of the program in the capital, Baghdad, during the
period from May 15 to August 15, 2024.
The results reveal a strong correlation between the audience’s evaluation of the
program and its influence on shaping their political orientations, with the effect
increasing during political crises due to heightened followership. Data also indicate
that issues related to internal corruption and local policies attract the highest levels of
attention, whereas the program's impact on the audience’s understanding of the
relationship between politics, economics, and security was moderate.
The findings show no statistically significant differences based on gender or age
regarding susceptibility to content influence, while a clear impact was observed for
educational level in shaping the degree of engagement with the program’s political
content.
The study concludes that political talk shows such as Al-Haqg Yugal contribute to the
formation of political attitudes among the public. However, their effectiveness
remains conditional on several factors, necessitating that media institutions develop
more impactful content strategies and enhance digital interaction mechanisms to
ensure broader balance in coverage and greater positive influence on public opinion.
Keywords: Talk shows, political orientations, Al-Haq Yugal program, The Iraqi
audience.

* University instructor at Faculty of Mass Communication and Fine Arts/ Al Maaref
University/ Lebanon.
** PhD student at the department of Journalism and Media/ Al Mansoura University/
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