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The Role of Social Media Influencers in Tourism
Promotion in Saudi Arabia and Its Impact on Saudi
Youth Awareness: A study on content creators

Mr.Saad Manahy Saad*
Professor Dr. Hassan Emad Makkawi**

Abstract:

Digital media in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has become a
fundamental pillar in the strategy for tourism promotion, aligning with
the objectives of Vision 2030. It has contributed to a qualitative shift
In communication practices by enabling real-time interaction and the
customization of messages based on platform and target audience.
This transformation has empowered digital influencers to play
communicative roles that go beyond traditional promotion, actively
participating in shaping the national tourism narrative, supported by
advanced technological tools such as drones, professional
photography, and creative editing.

Influencers have thus emerged as strategic partners in government-
led campaigns. This partnership is evidenced by their direct
collaboration with the Ministry of Tourism and the General
Entertainment Authority through training programs, logistical support,
and co-production agreements aimed at ensuring high-quality content
that aligns with the state's official communication strategy. Modern
Standard Arabic is employed as the primary language for tourism
content to reinforce a formal and national tone, while local dialects
and foreign languages are selectively used to reach specific audience
segments. The "Saudi Seasons” initiative stands as a successful
applied model reflecting the diversity of tourism experiences—from
ecological, cultural, and religious tourism to seasonal activities such
as winter skiing and summer coastal retreats.

* A research submitted as part of the requirements for a doctorate in media
™ Professor of Radio and Television Department Faculty of Mass Communication -

Cairo Universitz
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Interaction analytics and interviews with Saudi digital influencers
indicate that females aged 18 to 30 are the most engaged
demographic, followed by young males, suggesting that digital
campaigns are well-aligned with the interests of the younger
generation. Additionally, digital tourism promotion increasingly relies
on institutional partnerships with hospitality providers, including
sponsored content, on-site experiences, and immersive coverage,
which collectively enhance the authenticity and credibility of the
promotional message.

This integration between influencers and official entities
exemplifies a modern, participatory model of governmental
communication that adopts a bottom-up flow of information. It
reflects a progressive understanding of digital media as a strategic tool
for constructing the national image.

Keywords

Social Media Influencers - Saudi Tourism Media - Participatory
Media.
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