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Television Coverage of the Right of Children in
Contact with the Law to Privacy:
A Study on the Perspectives of Relevant Authorities

and Stakeholders on Children's Rights in Egypt.

Mr.Abdelbassir Hassan Abdelbaki Soliman®
Prof. Mona El-Hadidi*

Abstract:
This study aims to explore the extent to which media practices in
Egypt comply with the provisions of international conventions, the
Constitution, local laws, codes of ethics, charters, and professional
guidelines that advocate for the protection of children's right to
privacy—rparticularly children in contact with the law. It also seeks to
examine the consequences of violating these provisions on the child,
the family, and society; to identify the reasons behind such violations;
to assess the adequacy of existing regulations; and to evaluate the role
of relevant institutions. The study further proposes recommendations
for improved media practices concerning children in contact with the
law.
The research adopts a descriptive qualitative methodology through
semi-structured, in-depth interviews with 17 key informants, including
officials from media, legal, and executive institutions, as well as
experts from child rights organizations and specialized academics.
Findings reveal significant disparities in the level of adherence to
standards across media
sectors. Government and semi-government media demonstrated
relatively higher levels of compliance compared to private media and
digital platforms, including social media, where violations were more
prevalent. The study also highlights a near-total absence of specialized
training on children's rights—particularly regarding privacy—within
both media institutions and regulatory bodies. Additionally, it found a
considerable lack of awareness among many media professionals

* PhD Researcher in the Department of Radio and Television, Faculty of Mass
Communication, Cairo University.
* Professor in the Department of Radio and Television, Faculty of Mss

Communication, Cairo Universitx.
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about the rules governing the protection of privacy for children in
contact with the law, as well as inconsistent handling of violations
across different cases.

The study concludes with several key recommendations, including:
the need to enhance awareness among media professionals and the
general public; the provision of specialized training; the adoption of a
gradual corrective approach starting with guidance before imposing
penalties; and fostering dialogue with social media influencers. It also
calls for the dissemination of a culture of respect for privacy in
general, and children's privacy in particular, with an active role for
state institutions to ensure a safer and more responsible media
environment for children.

Keywords: children's rights, child privacy, children in conflict with
law, children in contact with the law, Media practices, child codes,
chid guidelines, media regulations, social media, privacy violations,
Child Protection Office, Supreme Council for Media Regulation
(SCMR), UNICEF Egypt, National Council for Childhood and
Motherhood (NCCM)
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