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Abstract

This research provides an analytical study of the European stance
on the issuance of Egypt’s nationalization laws during the period from
1961 to 1974—a critical phase in the country’s economic and political
history. During this period, Egypt adopted a socialist orientation
characterized by nationalization and Egyptianizing policies aimed at
enhancing national sovereignty, promoting social justice, and building a
robust public sector. The study examines the Egyptian government's
efforts in implementing these policies through legislative frameworks,
executive decrees, and institutional mechanisms such as the Economic
Organization. It also explores the challenges that emerged after
nationalization, particularly in the areas of administration, finance, and
investment. Furthermore, the research investigates foreign reactions—
particularly from colonial powers like Britain and France—who responded
with diplomatic, economic, and even military pressure, including the 1956
Tripartite Aggression, the freezing of Egyptian assets abroad, and
restrictions on development financing. These reactions are analyzed from
legal and political perspectives, alongside Egypt’s efforts to mitigate their
impact through compensation legislation and gradual reforms aimed at
improving the investment climate, culminating in the economic
liberalization policies of the 1970s.

The research adopts a historical-analytical methodology, drawing
on official documents, legal texts, and academic sources. It concludes that
Egypt’s nationalization experience was a pivotal moment in shaping the
national economy—despite the challenges—and contributed to redefining
the relationship between the state and the private sector, as well as

between Egypt and the international community.
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