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%3 Plant and its Uses in Ancient Egypt
Manar Ibrahim El-Said Bahnasi

Lecturer, Faculty of Arts, Department of Arcaeology, Damanhour University,
Cairo, Egypt

Manar.bahnasy@art.dmu.edu.eg

Abstract: Plants played an important role in the lives of the ancient Egyptians, in
addition to using some of them as food, others (whether local or imported) were
employed to treat certain diseases, including 3 (subject of this research). This plant was
a compinent in many medical prescriptions for a wide range of diseases, medical
prescriptions varied between what was taken orally, as poultices, or ointment, The study
intends to clarify the nature of this plant, sources, uses, and how the ancient Egyptian

expressed linguistically.

Keywords: plant — recipe — lettuce — clover — ointment - bandage.
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! Leitz, Tagewahlerei, 433.

2 Richard Lepsius, Das Todtenbuch der Agypter nach dem hieroglyphischen Papyrus in Turin, (Leipzig,
1842/ Osnabriick: Neudruck, 1969), Th.32; Aris Legowski & Marcus Miller-Roth, “Papyrus Turin 1791
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Fayard, 1995), 259; Bernard Lalanne & Gérard Métra Nouvelle Transcription du Papyrus Médical Ebers.
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(Le Caire: IFAO, 1989): 73; Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 532; Westendorf, Handbuch der
altagyptischen, 257.

:(Capparis decidua) ews Gshaa Gls (irwr) <ls Sauneron s :
Sauneron, Un Traité égyptien d'ophiologie, 120.

® Sauneron, Un Traité égyptien d'ophiologie, 120; Thierry Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 543;
Westendorf, Handbuch der altagyptischen, 271.
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(.LS;J) C)A.a: ¢V L e s ¢ (73_‘))) QL\J ¢y ([ll‘—dS) QL\J :e.u.aj\ ;.L.zu:i K ujx: (st-() }iﬂ\ db‘}[
Clgle damd it e o e

OYe SIYNY) Shaui(€0) ad) Ay gupm) —
D 1) N el N IR IR SN ER RS
kt nt dr mrt m gs n ht, f3 1 bniw 1 psi hr mrht wt hr.s
lale decay iy ae 35 O w2l 3w ) (PB) @l o) als aal e el 2yl AT (z3Me)
AYVY SY YY) Sl (1Y) ad) Ay gupm)  —
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dr mrt hprt m pnd, drd-n-sndt 1 “hmw-ni3iw 1 f3 1 d3s 1 hbk m ht wt wt ht hr.s nt hmt
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Ayl Al el Ales s (Vo TA) Cuby Ly 8 dbas AT ddagl) ol x|

2 Wreszinski, Der groRe medizinische, 48; GMAA, IV 1, 170; V, 298; Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux,
436; Westendorf, Handbuch der altagyptischen, 410.

s Ll el padiall LA ) (s-0) LS & jeminal Jall panade iy of sty |
GMAA, IV 2, 201.
* Reisner, The Hearst Medical, 9; Walter Wreszinski, Der Londoner medizinische, 8; Leake Old
Egyptian Medical, 80; GMAA, IV 1, 264; V, 452; Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 379.
® Wreszinski, Der Papyrus Ebres, I, 12; Ebbell, The Papyrus Ebers, 33; GMAA, IV 1, 102; V, 177;
Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 256; Lalanne & Métra, Papyrus médical Ebers, 34-5.
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kt nt sgnn m3st, ssk3 1 hpr-ds-f-n-bniw 1 prt-tihw3 1 hm3t-mht 1 d-ih 1 tbn-n-ih 1 iwf-n-
ih 1 nnSm-n-ih 1 ht-nt-h(n)kt-ndmt 1 bit 1 3 1 ht-ds 1 htm m ht wt wt hr.s
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AVYNY =VY,4) Sl (R4) a8 Ay U.U.u\ -
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kt nt srwh mrt m m3st dt knt 1 ski-n-psdn 1 hm3t-mht 1 hsmn-dsr 1 d3is 1 i3g wt 1 3ht-
nt-h(n)kt-ndmt 1 f3 1 psi m ht wt wt hr.s

Gl o) )A;i UJJLJ ¢) ‘;mc_‘.ﬁ O o e S8 ) (dct knt) 2.\5)5\ UA\)“‘T CM ‘);‘ (CE\L)
flede sacdy saaly AES e I ) (F3) @l ) A Gaa e sy ) (i3g wi) o (dis)

oot U8 Cadtl s (Av) 8 —A) Sl (Ve ad) dag gupn)

1 Wreszinski, Der Papyrus Ebres, I, 19; Ebbell, The Papyrus Ebers, 35; GMAA, 1V 1, 116; V, 204;
Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 260; Lalanne & Métra, Papyrus médical Ebers, 48-9.

CEXY (V9N S Aalal) Ay puaall Ligg)) 30 ) ¢ apadll g pucaall olal) (JWS G i Ayl Aeasil) b Uk aag
Wreszinski, Der Papyrus Ebres, 1, 137; Ebbell, The Papyrus Ebers, 85; GMAA, 1V 1, 205; V, 358;
Paul Ghalioungui, The Papyrus Ebers, 144; Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 327; Lalanne, & Métra,
Papyrus médical Ebers, 146-7.

% Wreszinski, Der Papyrus Ebres, I, 152-3; Ebbell, The Papyrus Ebers, 91-2; GMAA, 1V 1, 79; V, 136;
Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 337-8; Lalanne & Métra, Papyrus médical Ebers, 158-9.

* Wreszinski, Der Papyrus Ebres, |, 153; Ebbell, The Papyrus Ebers, 92; GMAA, IV 1, 80; V, 137;
Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 338; Lalanne & Métra, Papyrus médical Ebers, 158-9.
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kt sgnn nhtt m-t nbt, d 1 bniw 1 hm3t- mht 1 Bht-nt-irp 1 hsmn 1 d-ih 1 d3b 1 f3 1 bit
I hs-3 1 tp3w-nhw 1 $nft 1 ssk3 1 psi wt hr.s
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L\Wb, 1, 56. (14-15); TLA, 22980; Germer, Flora des pharaonischen, 87ff.

2 Wreszinski, De Papyrus Ebers, 160; Ebbell, The Papyrus Ebers, 95; GMAA, IV 1, 29; V, 51;
Ghalioungui, The Ebers papyrus, 168; Westendorf, altdgyptischen Medizin, 656; Bardinet, Les papyrus
médicaux, 342; Lalane & Métral, Médical Du Papyrus Ebers, 165; Strouhal & Vachala & Vymazalova,
The Medicine of the Ancient Egyptians, 2, 76.

® Wreszinski, De Papyrus Ebers, 167; Ebbell, The Papyrus Ebers, 97; GMAA, IV 1, 28; V, 49;
Ghalioungui, The Ebers papyrus, 174; Westendorf, altdgyptischen Medizin, 661; Bardinet, Les papyrus
médicaux, 345; Lalane, & Métral, Médical Du Papyrus Ebers, 171; Strouhal & Vachala, & Vymazalova,
The Medicine of the Ancient Egyptians, 2, 80.

hyyme il
TLA, 156130; Wb, 1V, 514. (13)-515. (1); GMAA, VI, 498-9.
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Ll o 58 8K (F3) il o(apunall ) 4l Jals (Lajensl) Lelad V) o [azad 4 ..

Nsa Hh (Whdw) Gyl e ph @i Bhodpas draS JE dele dem i dabd e

[ooole JE LS ] 1 Db cidse o s o dial) cilall danlg (slay) dgmall e (1mwr)

"l e uny

(oY —0,14) Ll :(886) ad) dday (47.218.48+85) oulsgn -

! Wreszinski, De Papyrus Ebers, 168; Ebbell, The Papyrus Ebers, 98;: GMAA, IV 1, 25; V, 45;

Ghalioungui, The Ebers papyrus, 174-5; Westendorf, altdgyptischen Medizin, 661; Bardinet, Les papyrus

médicaux, 347; Lalane & Métral, Médical Du Papyrus Ebers, 171.

8] geand 25rys 75l VU Lelally e ALl Bl ean] Sgmyg oo Yoo angdl oo gaslll Coatiey Yoo T ple die Jaias
sdgalall Gaba¥) e uil Wlsinay ¢ e )

www. louvre.fr/expositions/papyrus-medical-egyptien-du-nouvel-empire-1550-1050-av-jc (accessed: 19-

June-2025)

Eve Menei&Laurence Caylux, “Conservation of the Louvre Medical Papyrus: Cautions, Research,

Process”, Proceedings of the 28th Congress of Papyrology, 2016 August 1-6, Josep Muntaner & Sofia

Tovar (eds.), Scripta Orientalia 3, (Barcelona: Publicacions de I'Abadia de Montserrat, 2019), 828-40.

* Bardinet, Médecins et Magiciens & la cour du pharaon, une étude du Papyrus médical Louvre E 32847,

(Paris: Khéops, 2018), 62, 290-1.

*TLA, 854911; Wb, 1, 140 (13).

® Bardinet, Médecins et Magiciens, 173, 350-1.
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o m«ollllll&_f,;\\
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YL@.}S&: AM; c\:«:bu;ki ¢) ((‘fy) Al ) gy c(\) ¢)yan Byra ‘);] (C)@)

t(paln) cAL Bk e A AN Bl (¥

ey pabel) z3al paall by qiai ) dliel) (e dglall Glaagl) L (F3) @ls aadiul
Gliay (V) 2 e allyy

(YY) = YY) Dl (YY) ) ddag (Yo ¥A) ol -
a =l T ecna W E|eR ] ={To-ese=wn

kt phrt nt stt m msdrwy, ft wrh m ibr diw r msdr
"oN e s oDl oay (Fr) @ls o) A Llaall s Al 230
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kt, trw 3w hr mw-nw-wdd 1 di r.f, 3 wgs, dirf imy-n-wdyt h3w hribr*1dirf”’

! Sauneron, Un Traité égyptien d'ophiologie, 117; Thierry Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 542;
Westendorf, Handbuch der altagyptischen, 270.

2 Sauneron, Un Traité égyptien d'ophiologie, 119; Thierry., Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 543;
Westendorf, Handbuch der altagyptischen, 271.

% Wreszinski, Der groBe medizinische, 48; GMAA, IV 1, 63; V, 108; Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux,
435; Westendorf, Handbuch der altagyptischen, 158.

* TLA, 23780; Wh, I, 63. (10-14); Basma Koura, Die "7-heiligen Ole" und andere Ol- und Fettnamen.
Eine lexikographische Untersuchung zu den Bezeichnungen von Olen, Fetten und Salben bei den alten
Agyptern von der Friihzeit bis zum Anfang der Ptolemé&erzeit (von 3000 v. Chr.-ca. 305 v. Chr.),
Aegyptiaca Monsateriensia 2, (Aachen: Shaker Verlag, 1999), 204 ff.

le AV 2 aaly ol gl i cdaatie JS8 lie S aladtiul cang 4l Gy it 00 o iy Y lie 267
tgilie Ayl Ciipa Capans Gasal B3y e (£7) ¢(£)) &) oillad) 8 Clieaglls ¢l
GMAA, 11, 76.

van



EN=FAY (YaY0) €Y Aladl uan cpuad (pe Araly QY 48 (BCPS) Al cluhall j$5 Alaa

Qi canle = cks.\ (7;) Al caale e o) By Jila ‘53 Osntaa (IFW) (’é)su) (s );Y (C)\L)
Nagde g ) Y we ak Aydall oluall jay Ly

(Y0 =1,9) S i(C) a) (Y YY) A Ay ol -
2 CHAR ST S ANIBIR A Z=7—TRE
Zmoenees=R A5 THAR T 52
AN@N%AW‘%@ﬂ@ﬂfﬁﬂwﬁmm%MMq —
BERR LY LAt =) ) ey < JUN=ER TR | Hm
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kt sp=k iy m kkw %k m hnmnm fnd=f h3=f hr=f ‘nw whw m iyt.n=f r=s Sp=t iyt m kkw kt
m hnmnm fnd=s h3=s hr=s msnh whty m iyt.n=s r=s in-iw iy.n=t r sn hrd pn nn di=i
sn=t sw in-iw iy.n=t r sgr nn di=i di=t sgr im=f in-iw iy.n=t r hdt=f nn di=i hd=t sw
in-iw iy.n=t r itt=f nn di=i itt=t sw m-"=i ir.n=i s3w=f r=t m 3yt irt pw drt m hdw
hdw tw m bit® barit r rmt dhrt r ntyw-im m sdbw n 3bdw * m wg3yt nt mrt°m i3t nt h3°

"Walter Wreszinski, Der Papyrus Ebres, 124; Ebbell, The Papyrus Ebers, 79; GMAA, 1V 1, 299; V,
515; Ghalioungui, The Papyrus Ebers, 130; Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 318; Lalanne & Meétra,
Papyrus médical Ebers, 136-7.
Ll 5yud aan s cOmasl) o asee i Buad Lgie Laing (il b (gpaal) Caatdly Lains Erman Ay L Caps |
el JELY) dlan s Lebigasis 335l e (sgimall ¢ yie
www.trismegistos.org/text/755039 (accessed: 22-June-2025); Naoko Yamazaki, Zauberspriiche fir
Mutter und Kind: Papyrus Berlin 3027, (Berlin: Achet Verlag, 2003).
e pxds 5dy QLU I s aly Erman 83y cpale) culalis e o laill dpadl Ayl 6 Jual) sy o€
igsn maSs hedae Jany dum aail) (gpaddl Qlall (& € 550 Juall OIS (mpall Uil
TLA, 54210; Wh, I, 434.(6-12); Rande Nielsen, “Honey in Medicine”, Sesto congresso internazionale di
egittologia, Curto, S., (et al.), (eds.), Atti vol. Il, (Torino, 1993): 415-9; David Minniberg, “Honey in
Ancient Egyptian Medicine: mechanisms of efficacy”, GM 217, (2008): 61-4; T., Tobias Hofmann,
“Honig als "Specificum: pEdwin Smith und die moderne Medizin”, ZAS 135, (2008): 40-9; Gene Kritsky,
The Tears of Re, Beekeeping in Ancient Egypt, (Oxford, 2015); Amandine Marshall, “Sur quelques
usages méconnus et insolites du miel en Egypte ancienne”, Archéologia 569 (2018): 60-3.
JSOU dallin 4 ¢" gl 4
TLA, 102; Wb, I, 8. (23-25); GMAA, VI, 4; 1., Gamer Wallert, Fische und Fischkulte im Alten Agypten,
(Wieshaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1970), 27ff; LA, II, 225.
sanyg 4ld ) ana e hal <333l Y ASan i YamazaKi s cllanl) G e ol Ols’ il e 4l iy °
TLA, 72020; Wb, 11, 105. (17); Yamazaki, Papyrus Berlin 3027, 15, Anm. (n).
i alan¥ Joai Ll V) L dgud s a5 o(Lates Niloticus) Ll bl 5 Ll ¢ysasal) |
TLA, 39980; Wb, I, 217. (4-5); LA, 1I: 224.
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OV T = 4Y) Dhas i(N) ad) 8lisas (47.218.49) (plSen -

! Adolf Erman, Zauberspriiche fir Mutter und Kind: aus dem Papyrus 3027 des Berliner Museums,
(Berlin: Kdonigliche Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1901), 11-14; Gustave Lefébvre, Essai sur la
médecine égyptienne de 1’époque Pharaonique, (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1956), 113-4;
Joris Borghouts, Ancient Egyptian Magical Texts, (Leiden: Brill, 1978), 41-2 (Nr.65); Yamazaki,
Papyrus Berlin 3027, 14-5, Taf.2-3; H.-W., Fischer Elfert, Altagyptische Zauberspriche, (Stuttgart:
Reclam, 2005), 72, 147 (Nr. 48).

2 Aufrére, “Etudes de lexicologie et d’histoire naturelle, VIII-XVII”: 2-6.

® Sauneron, Un Traité égyptien d'ophiologie, 126; Bardinet, Les papyrus médicaux, 544; Westendorf,
Handbuch der altégyptischen, 273.

Syaially Ny Gl by dali (47.218.49) &) (S sy dgay |
% Paul F. O'Rourke, An Egyptian Royal Book of Protection of the Saite Period: P. Brooklyn 47.218.49,
Yale Egyptological Studies 9, (New Haven (CU): Yale University Press, 2015), 57-66, 248-9. (pl.3A-B).
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