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Abstract

Based on the premises of modern critical studies and through the experience of
cultural criticism in the Arab world, this paper highlights the influence of
cultural patterns in very short stories, considered one of the prominent
postmodern arts. It is a narrative form that emerged concurrently with
postmodern criticism, particularly represented in cultural criticism by Al-
Ghuthami in 2000. The very short story served as a model for cultural
investigation into Saudi Arabia's response to this art through implicit patterns.
This cultural perspective viewed the very short story as one of the significant
discourses that absorbed the implicit cultural patterns through its linguistic
intensity, aesthetic beauty, and profound symbolism, forming fertile ground for
issues that cultural criticism aims to study. Consequently, this study reveals the
mechanisms of cultural patterns within the very short story in Saudi Arabia and
its cultural patterns that infiltrated Saudi narrative discourse, particularly in the
collections of Mufarrah Al-Mujfel (""Something Dangling'” and "Prick"),
following Al-Ghuthami's methodology for cultural criticism in analyzing literary
discourse. The analysis covered five implicit patterns: ""the domineering self and
the invention of the master," "objectification of women," "social restrictions,"
""conservatism and openness,” and 'the intellectual and authority,” as
evidenced in the study sample. As a result, the cultural criticism methodology
proved valid for studying Saudi narratives, demonstrating the possibility of
uncovering the internal patterns of a society through examining its implicit
patterns in literary discourse.

Keywo rds: Cultural Patterns, Short Story, Applied Study
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