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The Best Of What Al-Tha'alibi (D. 429 AH)
Heard Regarding Self-Sufficiency Through
Allah, Not Others: A Rhetorical Study

Between Evaluation And Ranks
Amani Elsayed Abdelfattah Ismail
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls, Al-Azhar University, Sohag.

Email: amanyelsied00@gmail.com
Abstract:

This study evaluates Al-Tha'alibi's critique of examples demonstrating the
meaning of "'self-sufficiency through Allah, not others." The study either agrees
with his evaluation of these examples within the ranks he assigned them, or it
disagrees, offering a different perspective for each example by placing it in a
different rank of excellence than he mentioned. Alternatively, it might agree
with some of his assessments while disagreeing with others, leading to differing
evaluation results.

This study aims to delve deeply into the selected examples, highlight their
aesthetics, and reflect on Al-Tha'alibi's critical thought, which was the
cornerstone of his selection, refinement, preference over others, and subsequent
evaluation of his judgments. It also seeks to identify his criteria for aesthetic
approval. The study yielded several key findings, the most important of which
are:

*Poetic evaluation is a critical process involving deep textual analysis to
uncover the poet's mastery in employing artistic and linguistic tools and
rhetorical styles based on established critical standards and foundations.

* All rhetorical styles possess varying ranks and degrees in their manifestation
within texts that share a single meaning. Thus, someone using conciseness or
emphasis, for example, may not have employed it to the same degree as another,
and the same applies to other styles.

* The context of advice and guidance relies on core styles and principles in its
construction to achieve the objective of the advice: persuasion, influence, and
implementation.

* Al-Tha'alibi was mostly accurate in his evaluations and judgments of the
examples related to this meaning.

Keywo rds: Best, Al-Tha'alibi, Self-sufficiency, Evaluation, Ranks.
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